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INQUIRY INTO THE RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE SCHEME
RHI REF: Notice 394 of 2017
DATE:
________________________________________________________
Witness Statement of: John McCallister
________________________________________________________
I, John McCallister, will say as follows: -

General involvement with the RHI Scheme

1.

My involvement with the RHI scheme started in February 2016. I was contacted
by constituents after the press release announcing the end of the scheme. This
was entirely related to work as an MLA at that time. I was not involved prior to
this and did not serve on the Assembly committee scrutinising the legislation nor
do I recall speaking or voting on the legislation. My involvement started in
February 2016

a.

A constituent and neighbour (Gilbert Fletcher of
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contacted me the weekend that the Belfast Telegraph ran
the story that Minister Bell was bringing the scheme to an end by the end
of February 2016. He was in the process of applying and would not have
completed the work in time for the new deadline. I met him at his home
on Sunday 7th February 2016.
b.

A company from Dundrum Co Down (I have forgotten the name) I met
two directors in Newcastle to hear their concerns about the rapid closure
of the scheme. This was probably in round the 12th of February 2016.
The date would be in my Assembly email but this was closed in June
2016. I might have received an email from them earlier in the week but
again it would have been to Assembly email which I don’t have excess
to but probably only seeking the meeting which I have mentioned.
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2.

Email to Minister Bell that you have attached.

i.

Speaking in Assembly debate on the 15th February 2016 and voting
against the motion. I will attach copy of my remarks from Hansard for
ease of reference.

ii.

I spoke briefly to Minister Bell in a chance meeting in Stormont. No notes
taken but from memory he said he did not have the money to keep the
scheme going and had no choice but to close very quickly.

iii.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.
8.

Specific instances of involvement
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9. My involvement was solely as an elected representative at that time. I was
reflecting concerns of my then constituents. In Mr Fletcher’s case, as to wither
an extension was going to be possible to allow him to proceed and complete the
work on time. My understanding is he did not proceed with the RHI boiler. I have
no family connection or financial or business links or interests in this business.
Involvement as an MLA.
10.

a.

The meeting with the Dundrum Company was in a Newcastle coffee
shop. They made representations to me about the investment they had
made in delivering these boilers and the skilled workforce that may have
to be laid off. They felt it was a bad way for the Northern Ireland
Executive to do its business and bring this scheme to an end earlier than
planned, leaving businesses uncertain about the future. I reflected these
concerns in my remarks to the Assembly. I have no family, financial or
business links or interests in this company. I acted as an MLA
representing my constituents.

b.

Email to Minister Jonathan Bell that is attached stating my view that
scheme should have had a limit and this may have allowed for more
participants to avail of the scheme and keep costs under control.

c.

Brief meeting with Jonathan Bell. As described above. It was a chance
meeting in a corridor probably under five minutes. Nothing usual in this
as members would often use sitting days to speak to Ministers on various
issues and I would have spoken to many ministers like this over my nine
years in the Assembly.

d.

Assembly debate and vote on the 15th February 2016. My remarks from
Hansard are attached.

e.

f.
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Means of communication in relation to the RHI Scheme

11.

Assembly email account john.mccallister@mla.gov.co.uk

12.

Mobile phone the RHI Inquiry

13.

Face to face meetings that I have listed – constituents and Minister Bell.
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14.
15.

16.

General
17.

My involvement was at the end of the scheme and solely related to my then
work as an MLA for the South Down constituency. I had and still do not have
any business links with those I represented. I was not an applicant in the
scheme and had no other involvement in it. My involvement would have ended
with the scheme in early 2016.

18.

19.
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Statement of Truth
I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed: _John McCallister__________________________________________
Dated: _24th August 2017______________________
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In an intervention

Mr McCallister: I am grateful to the Member. Will he also agree that it puts smaller businesses, in
particular, in a precarious place when it comes to managing and ordering in stock when they think that
a scheme will last for a certain time? Even single traders and plumbers — it leaves all those businesses
in a very difficult state in which to plan and budget for the future.

Mr McCallister: I represent one of the constituencies that will be very heavily affected by this. Part of the
Minister's remit is to, very often, travel round the world and sell Northern Ireland as a place to invest and
as a place where there is a skilled workforce and to talk about all the things that we can do. Here, we have
a scheme that, as Mr Agnew said, was very successful in creating skilled employment and local jobs yet also
in meeting an environmental obligation. We have all those. We have small companies, some of which are
subcontractors; perhaps they are self-employed plumbers, working on other smaller businesses. Mr
Allister talked about one in his constituency. I have one in south Down that has £1 million of equipment on
order, knowing — in the sure and certain knowledge, they thought — that the Government had guaranteed
the scheme until 31 March. Where does that business go? When does it start to lay people off? If it is as bad
as many Members think, where are we going to stop with redundancies? Will it be at 1,000? Will it be at
1,500? Will it be at 2,000?
Mr Cochrane-Watson: I thank the Member for giving way. Does the Member agree with me that it is
totally unacceptable that he is talking about job redundancies in businesses in south Down but that there
will be no job redundancies in DETI? No one in DETI will be held to account through this investigation. The
senior civil servants who have been mismanaged by the Minister will get off the hook.
Mr McCallister: Not only off the hook, I suspect; maybe out on the voluntary exit scheme. That is the
problem that we face. Many colleagues here ran or were involved in small businesses in a previous life. How
do you manage that? Very often, it is cash flow that takes businesses down. How do you order £1 million of
equipment and then find out that it is not by 31 March but by 29 February that the work has to be done? It
is
impossible
to
manage
and
deal
with
the
scheme
that
way.
The frustrating thing is related to the points that Mr Agnew made. We look across the water at the rest of
the country and see that it is managing it and doing it properly. Where there is supply and demand, a
balance has to be struck on where, perhaps, a limit has to be placed on what can be used. Most of us would
probably say, "That seems reasonably sensible. That seems as if we could make and use this scheme and
stretch it far beyond and get the maximum benefit out of it". We end up being the only part of the UK that
has to call time on this — even earlier than we had hoped to. Of course, we end up with all the problems
associated with that, such as the possibility of businesses running into financial hardship, or businesses not
knowing whether they should have been putting workers on notice last Friday, this Friday or whatever
Friday. It creates uncertainty for the subcontractors. It makes doing business on a government scheme very
difficult. This is exactly the type of business that we want to support: home-grown business that is not going
to move to a lower cost base at some point in the future, because it has to be here. The scheme is therefore
something
that
we
should
have
been
supporting.
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From the perspective of the agrifood sector, it could have a huge impact.
Mr McGlone: Will the Member give way?
Mr McCallister: Certainly.
Mr McGlone: I am glad that the Member has referred to the agrifood sector. I am sure that he is aware of
the fact that the Ulster Farmers' Union has been in touch about the potential risk to upwards of 50 projects
if
the
scheme
is
denied
to
them.

Will the Member also accept that, for many of those SMEs, what this does dissipates and crashes public
confidence in the ability of the Department and Executive to do things effectively and efficiently and with
some degree of dignity and honour? It just crashes it. I trust that the Member will take that point.
Mr McCallister: I am grateful. I do take that point, because why on earth would you, at a point in the future,
enter into or believe in a Government commitment or project? You would have to have a fair degree of
suspicion when you entered into such an agreement. It reminds me of the old saying, "I'm from the
Government, and I'm here to help". That level of suspicion around what would happen would be created.
Not only is this hugely damaging to DETI's reputation in Northern Ireland but it deals a huge blow to
confidence.

The agrifood sector availed itself of the scheme, which was helping to deliver on some of its targets, and it
could have been used and managed every bit as well as it is being done in England. If only the Minister could
see whether there was any way of tapping into some more of that resource in the national target and build
on the successes. To stop the scheme effectively a week from now is putting huge pressure on businesses
in my constituency and across Northern Ireland, and that is huge source of regret.

The Assembly divided:
Ayes

60;

Noes

34

AYES
Mr Anderson, Mr Bell, Mr Boylan, Ms P Bradley, Mr Buchanan, Mrs Cameron, Mr Campbell, Mr Clarke, Mr Craig,
Mr Douglas, Mr Dunne, Ms Fearon, Mr Flanagan, Mrs Foster, Mr Frew, Mr Girvan, Mr Givan, Mr Hamilton, Mr
Hazzard, Mr Hilditch, Mr Humphrey, Mr Irwin, Mr G Kelly, Mr Lynch, Mr Lyons, Mr McAleer, Mr F McCann, Ms
J McCann, Mr McCartney, Mr McCausland, Ms McCorley, Mr I McCrea, Mr McElduff, Ms McGahan, Mr D
McIlveen, Miss M McIlveen, Mr McKay, Ms Maeve McLaughlin, Mr McMullan, Mr McQuillan, Mr Maskey, Mr
Middleton, Mr Milne, Lord Morrow, Mr Murphy, Mr Newton, Ms Ní Chuilín, Mr Ó hOisín, Mr Ó Muilleoir, Mr
O'Dowd, Mrs O'Neill, Mrs Pengelly, Mr Poots, Mr G Robinson, Mr Ross, Ms Ruane, Mr Sheehan, Mr Storey, Mr
Weir,
Mr
Wells
Tellers

for

the

Ayes:

Mr

McQuillan,

Mr

G

Robinson

NOES
Mr Agnew, Mr Allen, Mr Allister, Mr Attwood, Mrs Cochrane, Mr Cochrane-Watson, Mr Cree, Mr Dickson, Mr
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Diver, Mrs Dobson, Mr Durkan, Mr Eastwood, Mr Gardiner, Ms Hanna, Mr Hussey, Mrs D Kelly, Mr Kennedy, Ms
Lo, Mr Lunn, Mr Lyttle, Mr McCallister, Mr McCarthy, Mr B McCrea, Mr McCrossan, Mr McGimpsey, Mr McGlone,
Mrs McKevitt, Mr McKinney, Mr A Maginness, Mr Nesbitt, Mrs Overend, Mr Patterson, Mr Rogers, Mr Swann
Tellers

for

the

Question

Noes:

accordingly

Mr

Cochrane-Watson,

agreed

Mr

McKinney

to.

Resolved:
That the draft Renewable Heat Incentive Schemes (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2016 be
approved.

Received from John McCallister on 05.09.2017
Annotated by RHI Inquiry

WIT-172518

Received from John McCallister on 05.09.2017
Annotated by RHI Inquiry

