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Country

Language

UK

EN

3A.

Department Responsible
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills
Innovation & Enterprise Group
1 Victoria Street, London, SW1H 0ET.
Email: 9834@bis.gsi.gov.uk.

3B.

Originating Department
Department of Energy and Climate Change

5.

Title
Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) scheme
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6.

Products and/or Services Concerned
N00E

1) Equipment for the small scale production of renewable heat and the assured installation of that
equipment
2) Meters falling within accuracy class 2 of Annex MI-004 of the EU Measuring Instruments
Directive 2004
3) Coefficient of performance (COP) for ground and water source heat pumps of 2.9 or above
4) Steam measuring equipment requirements
5) Ground and water source heat pumps only
6) Biogas and solar thermal up to 200kW

7.

Notification under another Community Act
Regulation (EC) nº 315/93 on contaminants in food
Regulations (EC) nº 852/853/854/2004 relating to the hygiene of foodstuffs
Regulation (EC) nº 1924/2006 concerning nutrition and health claims made on foods

Regulation (EC) nº 1925/2006 concerning the addition of vitamins and minerals and certain other
substances to foods
Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste
Directive 2000/13/EC on the labelling and presentation and advertising of foodstuffs
Directive 2006/123/EC on services in the internal market
98/48/EC information society services only
or specify provisions

quantitative or territorial restrictions

obligation to take a specific legal form

requirements which relate to the shareholding of a
company

requirements which reserve access to particular
providers

a ban on having more than one establishment in
the territory of the same State

requirements fixing a minimum number of
employees

fixed tariffs with which the provider must comply

obligation to supply other specific services
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Other/Additional Information

N/A

8.

Main Content
The RHI scheme is designed to incentivise the generation of renewable heat in the United
Kingdom, taking into account the financial and non-financial barriers present, whilst ensuring that
the renewable heat technology and its installation are of suitable quality and value for money and
that the heat generated and used, for which payments will be made, is measured using suitable
measuring equipment.
Keywords: renewable heat; technology; product; installation; meter; MCS

9.

Brief Statement of Grounds
The RHI scheme is designed to pay a financial incentive to generators of renewable heat provided
the equipment they use meets certain eligibility criterion, some of which are notifiable technical
standards as follows:
1) Microgeneration Certification Scheme (MCS)
An eligibility criteria of the RHI scheme is that participants using renewable heat products with an
installation capacity of 45kWth or less must use products and installers certified under the
Microgeneration Certification Scheme (MCS) or equivalent schemes accredited under EN 45011.
The MCS scheme has been previously notified to the Commission (see Notification 2007/458/UK).
The rationale for the linking of the RHI scheme to the MCS scheme is to ensure the quality and
value for money of installations in an immature market. It also helps to ensure value for money for
the financing of the scheme drawn from the public purse. The RHI scheme merely links to the
existing MCS scheme and does not alter it in any way.

2) Heat meters falling within accuracy class 2 of Annex MI-004 of Directive 2004/33/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004 on measuring instruments (" the MID").
RHI payments will be made by reference to the metered number of kWhth of renewable heat
generated and used. One of the eligibility criteria for the RHI will be that the heat, where delivered
Received
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of the MID and falls within accuracy class 2 of that Annex. This is to help ensure equipment is kept
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10.

Reference Documents, Basic Texts
No Basic Text exists

Limit the marketing or use of a chemical substance, preparation or product

✔ References of the Basic Texts

The draft regulations will be made using powers conferred on the Secretary of State by section
100 of the Energy Act 2008 (enclosed). Please note that amendments are proposed to amend
the definition of biogas in sub-section (3) to “gas produced by the anaerobic or thermal
conversion of biomass”; to amend the definition of biomass in sub-section (3) by inserting the
words “or peat” after fossil fuel and amend sub-section (4) to add biogas as a source of energy.
A copy of these amendments is enclosed.
Reference
previous notification(s)
Basic
Texts
have
been forwarded
within the
Details
of RHI
support
levels, technologies
supported
andofmetering
requirements are set out in
framework
of
a
previous
notification
the enclosed policy document, draft regulations and impact
assessment.
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11.

Invocation of the Emergency Procedure
Yes

12.

Grounds for the Emergency

N/A

13.

Confidentiality
Yes

N/A

Received from DFE on 02.05.2017
Annotated by RHI Inquiry

/

DFE-67521
14.

Fiscal measures
Yes

15.

Impact assessment
✔ Yes (in a separate file)
or specify

16.

TBT and SPS aspects

TBT aspect
Yes
No - The draft is not a technical regulation nor a conformity assessment
No - The draft is in conformity with an international standard

✔ No - The draft has no significant impact on international trade

SPS aspect
Yes
✔ No - The draft is not a sanitary or phytosanitary measure

No – Content is the same as that of an international standard, directive or recommendation
No - The draft has no significant impact on international trade
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