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Draft Regulations laid before the Assembly under Section 113 of the Energy Act 2011, for
approval

DRAFT STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN
IRELAND

2012 No.
ENERGY
The Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 2012
Made

-

-

-

-

Coming into operation -

1st November 2012

The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment makes the following Regulations in exercise
of the powers conferred on it by section 113 of the Energy Act 2011(a).

PART 1
INTRODUCTORY
Citation and commencement
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 2012 and shall come into operation on 1st November 2012.
Interpretation
2.—(1) In these Regulations—
“accreditation” means accreditation of an eligible installation by the Department following an
application under regulation 22;
“accredited RHI installation” means an eligible installation which has been given
accreditation;
“anaerobic digestion” means the bacterial fermentation of biomass in the absence of oxygen;
“biogas production plant” means a plant which produces biogas by anaerobic digestion,
gasification or pyrolysis;
“building” means any permanent or long-lasting building or structure of whatever kind and
whether fixed or moveable which, except for doors and windows, is wholly enclosed on all
sides with a roof or ceiling and walls;
“CHP” means combined heat and power;
“class 2 heat meter” means a heat meter which—
(a) 2011 c. 16
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(a) complies with the relevant requirements set out in Annex 1 to the Measuring Instruments
Directive;
(b) complies with the specific requirements listed in Annex MI-004 to that Directive; and
(c) falls within accuracy class 2 as defined in Annex MI-004 to that Directive;
“coefficient of performance” means the ratio of the amount of heating or cooling in kilowatts
provided by a heat pump to the kilowatts of power consumed by the heat pump;
“commissioned” means, in relation to an eligible installation, the completion of such
procedures and tests as constitute, at the time they are undertaken, the usual industry standards
and practices for commissioning that type of eligible installation in order to demonstrate that it
is capable of operating and delivering heat to the premises or process for which it was
installed;
“date of accreditation”, in relation to an accredited RHI installation, means the later of—
(a) the first day falling on or after the date of receipt by the Department of the application for
accreditation on which both the application was properly made and the plant met the
eligibility criteria; and
(b) the day on which the plant was first commissioned;
“date of registration”, in relation to a producer of biomethane for injection, means the first day
falling on or after the date of receipt by the Department of the application for registration on
which the application was properly made;
“the Department” means the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment;
“eligibility criteria” has the meaning given by regulation 4;
“eligible installation” means a plant which meets the eligibility criteria;
“eligible purpose” means a purpose specified in regulation 3(2);
“gasification” means the substoichiometric oxidation or steam reformation of a substance to
produce a gaseous mixture containing two or all of the following: oxides of carbon, methane
and hydrogen;
“gas conveyor” means the holder of a licence under Article 8(1)(a) of the Gas (Northern
Ireland) Order 1996(a);
“heat meter” has the same meaning as that given in Annex MI-004 of the Measuring
Instruments Directive;
“ineligible purpose” means a purpose which is not an eligible purpose;
“injection” means the introduction of gas into a pipe-line system operated by a gas conveyor;
“installation capacity”, in relation to a plant, means the total installed peak heat output
capacity of the plant;
“kWh” means kilowatt hours;
“kWhth” means kilowatt hours thermal;
“kWth” means kilowatt thermal;
“MCS” means the Microgeneration Certification Scheme(b) or an equivalent scheme
accredited under EN 45011(c) which certifies microgeneration products and installers in
accordance with consistent standards;
“Measuring Instruments Directive” means Directive 2004/22/EC of the European Parliament
and of the Council of 31 March 2004 on measuring instruments(d);
“municipal waste” has the same meaning as in section 21 of the Waste and Emissions Trading
Act 2003(a);
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

S.I. 1996/275 (N.I.2)
Details of which are available at www.microgenerationcertification.org
ISBN 0580294153. Copies of which can be obtained from the British Standards Institution at www.bsigroup.com
OJ L 135, 30.4.2004. p.1, amended by Commission Directive 2009 137/EC (OJ L 294,11.11.2009, p.7)
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“MWhth” means megawatt hours thermal;
“MWth” means megawatt thermal;
“NIRO” means the Northern Ireland renewables obligation as set out in the Renewables
Obligation Order (Northern Ireland) 2009(b);
“ongoing obligations” means the obligations specified in Part 4;
“participant” means—
(a) the owner of an accredited RHI installation or, where there is more than one such owner,
the owner with authority to act on behalf of all owners in accordance with regulation
22(3); or
(b) a producer of biomethane who has been registered under regulation 25;
“periodic support payments” have the meaning given in regulation 3;
“pipe-line system” means a pipe, or a system of pipes, for the conveyance of gas, and includes
any associated apparatus comprised in that system;
“process” means any process other than the generation of electricity;
“pyrolysis” means the thermal degradation of a substance in the absence of an oxidising agent
(other than that which forms part of the substance itself) to produce char and one or both of
gas and liquid;
“quarterly period” means, except where otherwise specified, the first, second, third or fourth
quarter of any year commencing with, or with the anniversary of, a participant’s tariff start
date;
“retail prices index” means—
(a) the general index of retail prices (for all items) published by the Office of National
Statistics; or
(b) where the index is not published for a year, any substituted index or figures published by
that Office;
“scheme” (except in this regulation) means the incentive scheme established by these
Regulations;
“solar collector” means a liquid filled flat plate or evacuated tube solar collector;
“statement of eligibility” has the meaning given by regulation 22(6)(f);
“steam measuring equipment” means all the equipment needed to measure to the
Department’s satisfaction the mass flow rate and energy of steam, including at least the
following components—
(a) a flow meter;
(b) a pressure sensor;
(c) a temperature sensor; and
(d) a digital integrator or calculator able to determine the cumulative energy in MWhth which
has passed a specific point;
“tariff” means the payment rate per kWhth in respect of an accredited RHI installation and per
kWh in respect of biomethane injection;
“tariff end date” means the last day of the tariff lifetime;
“tariff lifetime” means
(a) in relation to an accredited RHI installation, the period for which periodic support
payments are payable for that installation; or
(b) in relation to a participant who is a producer of biomethane, the period for which that
person is eligible to receive periodic support payments;
(a) 2003 c.33; Section 21 was amended by S.I. 2011/2499, Regulation 6
(b) S.R. 2009 No. 154 as amended by S.R. 2010 No. 134 and S.R. 2011 No. 169
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“tariff start date” means the date of accreditation of an eligible installation or, in relation to a
producer of biomethane, the date of registration.
(2) The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954(a) shall apply to these Regulations as it
applies to an Act of the Northern Ireland Assembly.
Renewable heat incentive scheme
3.—(1) These Regulations establish an incentive scheme to facilitate and encourage the
renewable generation of heat and make provision regarding its administration.
(2) Subject to Part 7 and regulation 24, the Department must pay participants who are owners of
accredited RHI installations payments, referred to in these Regulations as “periodic support
payments”, for generating heat that is used in a building for any of the following purposes—
(a) heating a space;
(b) heating liquid; or
(c) for carrying out a process.
(3) Subject to Part 7, the Department must pay participants who are producers of biomethane for
injection periodic support payments.

PART 2
ELIGIBILITY AND MATTERS RELATING TO ELIGIBILITY
CHAPTER 1
Eligible installations
4.—(1) A plant meets the criteria for being an eligible installation (the “eligibility criteria”) if—
(a) regulation 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 or 11 applies;
(b) the plant satisfies the requirements set out in regulation 12(1);
(c) regulation 15 does not apply; and
(d) the plant satisfies the requirements set out in Chapter 3.
(2) But this regulation is subject to regulation 14.

CHAPTER 2
Eligibility criteria for technologies
Eligible installations generating heat from solid biomass
5. This regulation applies if the plant complies with all of the following requirements—
(a) it generates heat from solid biomass;
(b) it has an installation capacity of less than 1,000kWth;
(c) the heat from the solid biomass is generated using equipment specifically designed and
installed to use solid biomass as its only primary fuel source;
(d) in the case of a plant with an installation capacity of 45kWth or less, regulation
13 applies;
(e) it is not accredited under the NIRO as a generating station generating electricity from
anaerobic digestion.

(a) 1954 c.33 (N.I.)
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Eligible installations generating heat from solid biomass contained in municipal waste
6. This regulation applies if the plant complies with all of the following requirements—
(a) it generates heat from solid biomass contained in municipal waste;
(b) it has an installation capacity of less than 1,000kWth;
(c) it is not accredited under the NIRO as a generating station generating electricity from
anaerobic digestion.
Eligible installations generating heat using solar collectors
7. This regulation applies if the plant complies with all of the following requirements—
(a) it generates heat using a solar collector;
(b) it has an installation capacity of less than 200kWth;
(c) in the case of a plant with an installation capacity of 45kWth or less, regulation
13 applies.
Eligible installations generating heat using heat pumps
8. This regulation applies if the plant is a heat pump and complies with all of the following
requirements—
(a) it generates heat using naturally occurring energy stored in the form of heat from one of
the following sources of energy—
(i) the ground other than naturally occurring energy located and extracted from at least
500 metres below the surface of solid earth;
(ii) surface liquid;
(b) in the case of a heat pump with an installation capacity of 45kWth or less, regulation
13 applies;
(c) it has a coefficient of performance of at least 2.9.
Eligible installations which are CHP systems
9.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this regulation applies if the plant is a CHP system which
complies with one of the following requirements—
(a) it generates heat and electricity from solid biomass and either regulation 6 applies or the
plant complies with the requirement in regulation 5(c);
(b) it generates heat and electricity from biogas and complies with regulation 11(b) and (c);
(c) it generates heat and electricity utilising naturally occurring energy located and extracted
from at least 500 metres beneath the surface of solid earth.
(2) This regulation does not apply if the plant—
(a) uses solid biomass to generate heat and electricity;
(b) is accredited under the NIRO; and
(c) is, or at any time since it was accredited in accordance with sub-paragraph (b), has been a
qualifying CHP generating station within the meaning of Article 2 of that Order.
Eligible installations generating heat using geothermal sources
10. This regulation applies if the plant generates heat using naturally occurring energy located
and extracted from at least 500 metres beneath the surface of solid earth.
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Eligible installations generating heat using biogas
11. This regulation applies if the plant complies with all of the following requirements—
(a) it generates heat from biogas;
(b) it has an installation capacity of less than 200kWth;
(c) it does not generate heat from solid biomass.
Other eligibility requirements for technologies
12.—(1) The requirements referred to in regulation 4(b) are—
(a) installation of the plant was completed and the plant was first commissioned on or after
1st September 2010;
(b) the plant was new at the time of installation;
(c) the plant uses liquid or steam as a medium for delivering heat to the space, liquid or
process;
(d) heat generated by the plant is used for an eligible purpose.
(2) The requirements of paragraph (1)(a) and (b) are deemed to be satisfied where the plant was
previously generating electricity only, using solid biomass or biogas, and was first commissioned
as a CHP system on or after 1st September 2010;
(3) But the requirements of paragraph (1)(a) and (b) are not satisfied where the plant was
previously generating heat only and was first commissioned as a CHP system on or after
1st September 2010.
MCS certification for microgeneration heating equipment
13. This regulation applies where the plant for which accreditation is being sought is certified
under the MCS and its installer was certified under the MCS at the time of installation.
Plants comprised of more than one plant
14.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), and without prejudice to regulation 42(5)(b), the eligibility
criteria are not met if the plant is comprised of more than one plant.
(2) Where two or more plants—
(a) use the same source of energy and technology;
(b) form part of the same heating system; and
(c) are not accredited RHI installations;
those plants (the “component plants”) are to be regarded as a single plant for the purposes of
paragraph (1) provided that paragraph (3) applies.
(3) This paragraph applies where each component plant meets the eligibility criteria; and for that
purpose a component plant can be taken to meet the eligibility criteria notwithstanding that
regulation 13 does not apply.
Excluded plants
15.—(1) This regulation applies where the plant—
(a) is generating heat solely for the use of one domestic premises;
(b) is, in the Department’s opinion, generating heat solely for an ineligible purpose; or
(c) is a plant which—
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(i) is additional RHI capacity within the meaning of regulation 42(2) and was first
commissioned more than 12 months after the original installation was first
commissioned;
(ii) generates heat from biogas or using a solar collector; and
(iii) has an installation capacity which, together with the installation capacities of all
related plants, is 200kWth or above.
(2) For the purposes of this regulation—
“domestic premises” means single, self contained premises used wholly or mainly as a private
residential dwelling where the fabric of the building has not been significantly adapted for
non-residential use;
“related plant” means any plant for which an application for accreditation has been made
(whether or not it has been accredited) which uses the same source of energy and technology
and forms part of the same heating system as the plant referred to in paragraph (1)(c).

CHAPTER 3
Eligibility criteria in relation to metering and steam measuring
Metering of plants in simple systems
16.—(1) This regulation applies where—
(a) the plant is generating and supplying heat solely for one or more eligible purposes within
one building;
(b) no heat generated by the plant is delivered by steam; and
(c) the plant is not a CHP system.
(2) Where this regulation applies, a class 2 heat meter must be installed to measure the heat in
kWhth generated by the plant.
Metering of plants in complex systems
17.—(1) This regulation applies where regulation 16(1) does not apply.
(2) Subject to regulation 19—
(a) where heat generated by the plant is delivered by liquid, class 2 heat meters must be
installed to measure both the kWhth of heat generated by that plant and the kWhth of heat
used for eligible purposes by the heating system of which that plant forms part; and
(b) where heat generated by the plant is delivered by steam, the following must be installed—
(i) steam measuring equipment to measure both the heat generated in the form of steam
by the plant and the heat in the form of steam used for eligible purposes; and
(ii) a class 2 heat meter or steam measuring equipment to measure any condensate or
steam which returns to the plant.
(3) Where this regulation applies, and more than one plant is supplying heat to the heating
system supplied by the plant, steam measuring equipment or class 2 heat meters must be installed
as appropriate, to measure the heat generated in kWhth by all plants supplying heat to that heating
system.
Shared meters
18.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the heat generated by the plant must be individually metered.
(2) Subject to regulation 42(8), the heat generated by two or more plants may be metered using
one meter provided that—
(a) the plants use the same source of energy and technology;
(b) the plants will, once given accreditation, be eligible to receive the same tariff;
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(c) the plants will then share the same tariff start date and tariff end date; and
(d) it is the Department’s opinion that a single meter is capable of metering the heat
generated by all of those plants.
Metering of CHP systems generating electricity only before 1st September 2010
19.—(1) This regulation applies where the plant is a CHP system and the requirements of
regulation 12(1)(a) and (b) are deemed to be satisfied in accordance with regulation 12(2).
(2) Where this regulation applies, any existing heat meter or steam measuring equipment
installed before the date of commencement of these Regulations may continue to be used by a
participant to measure the heat generated by the CHP system and used for eligible purposes,
provided that the CHP system was registered under the CHPQA before that date.
(3) For the purpose of this regulation, “the CHPQA” means the Combined Heat and Power
Quality Assurance Standard, Issue 3, January 2009, as published by the Department of Energy and
Climate Change(a).
Matters relating to all heat meters and steam measuring equipment
20.—(1) All heat meters installed or used in accordance with these Regulations must, where
applicable—
(a) be calibrated prior to use;
(b) be calibrated correctly for any water/ethylene glycol mixture; and
(c) be (or have been) properly installed in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.
(2) All steam measuring equipment installed or used in accordance with these Regulations must
be—
(a) calibrated prior to use;
(b) capable of displaying measured steam pressure and temperature;
(c) capable of displaying the current steam mass flow rate and the cumulative mass of steam
which has passed through it since it was installed; and
(d) properly installed in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.
Additional metering requirements for plants generating heat from biogas
21.—(1) This regulation sets out additional requirements in relation to metering where a plant is
generating heat from biogas.
(2) In that case—
(a) a class 2 heat meter must be installed to meter any heat directed from the plant
combusting the biogas to the biogas production plant; and
(b) a class 2 heat meter must be installed to meter any heat supplied to the biogas production
plant from any source other than—
(i) the plant combusting the biogas; and
(ii) where the biogas has been produced by anaerobic digestion, the feedstock from
which it was produced.

(a) A copy is available at www.chpqa.decc.gov.uk
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PART 3
ACCREDITATION AND REGISTRATION
Applications for accreditation
22.—(1) An owner of an eligible installation may apply for that installation to be accredited.
(2) All applications for accreditation must be made in writing to the Department and must be
supported by—
(a) such of the information specified in Schedule 1 as the Department may require;
(b) a declaration that the information provided by the applicant is accurate to the best of the
applicant’s knowledge and belief;
(c) a declaration that the applicant is the owner, or one of the owners, of the eligible
installation for which accreditation is being sought.
(3) The Department may, where an eligible installation is owned by more than one person,
require that—
(a) an application submitted under this regulation is made by only one of those owners;
(b) the applicant has the authority from all other owners to be the participant for the purposes
of the scheme; and
(c) the applicant provides to the Department, in such manner and form as the Department
may request, evidence of that authority.
(4) Before accrediting an eligible installation, the Department may arrange for a site inspection
to be carried out in order to satisfy itself that a plant should be accredited.
(5) The Department may, in granting accreditation, attach such conditions as it considers to be
appropriate.
(6) Where an application for accreditation has, in the Department’s opinion, been properly made
in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3) and the Department is satisfied that the plant is an
eligible installation the Department must (subject to regulation 23 and regulation 46(3))—
(a) accredit the eligible installation;
(b) notify the applicant in writing that the application has been successful;
(c) enter on a central register maintained by the Department the applicant’s name and such
other information as the Department considers necessary for the proper administration of
the scheme;
(d) notify the applicant of any conditions attached to the accreditation;
(e) in relation to an applicant who is or will be generating heat from solid biomass, having
regard to the information provided by the applicant, specify by notice to the applicant
which of regulations 28 or 29 applies;
(f) provide the applicant with a written statement (“statement of eligibility”) including the
following information—
(i) the date of accreditation;
(ii) the applicable tariff;
(iii) the process and timing for providing meter readings;
(iv) details of the frequency and timetable for payments; and
(v) the tariff lifetime and tariff end date.
(7) Where the Department does not accredit a plant it must notify the applicant in writing that
the application for accreditation has been rejected, giving reasons.
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(8) Once a specification made in accordance with paragraph (6)(e) has been notified to an
applicant, it cannot be changed except where the Department considers that an error has been
made or on the receipt of new information by the Department which demonstrates that the
specification should be changed.
Exceptions to duty to accredit
23.—(1) The Department must not accredit an eligible installation unless the applicant has given
notice (which the Department has no reason to believe is incorrect) that, as applicable—
(a) no grant from public funds has been paid or will be paid or other public support has been
provided or will be provided in respect of any of the costs of purchasing or installing the
eligible installation; or
(b) such a grant or support was paid in respect of an eligible installation which was
completed and first commissioned between 1st September 2010 and the date on which
these Regulations come into force, and has been repaid to the person or authority who
made it.
(2) In this regulation, “grant from public funds” means a grant made by a public authority or by
any person distributing funds on behalf of a public authority and “public support” means any
financial advantage provided by a public authority.
(3) The Department must not accredit an eligible installation if it has not been commissioned.
(4) The Department may refuse to accredit an eligible installation if its owner has indicated that
one of the applicable ongoing obligations will not be complied with.
(5) The Department may refuse to accredit a plant which is a component plant within the
meaning of regulation 14(2).
Changes in ownership
24.—(1) This regulation applies where ownership of all or part of an accredited RHI installation
is transferred to another person.
(2) No periodic support payment may be made to a new owner until—
(a) that owner has notified the Department of the change in ownership; and
(b) the steps set out in paragraph (3) have been completed.
(3) On receipt of a notification under paragraph (2), the Department—
(a) may require the new owner to provide such of the information specified in Schedule 1 as
the Department considers necessary for the proper administration of the scheme;
(b) may review the accreditation of the accredited RHI installation to ensure that it continues
to meet the eligibility criteria and should remain an accredited RHI installation.
(4) Where the Department has received the information required under paragraph (3)(a) and is
satisfied as to the matters specified in paragraph (3)(b) it must—
(a) update the central register referred to in regulation 22(6)(c);
(b) where the new owner is the participant, send the new owner a statement of eligibility
setting out the information specified in regulation 22(6)(c); and
(c) where applicable, send the new owner (if the new owner is the participant) a notice in
accordance with regulation 22(6)(f).
(5) If, within a period of 12 months from the transfer of ownership of the accredited RHI
installation, no notification is made in accordance with paragraph (2) or paragraph (4) does not
apply, the installation will on the expiry of that period cease to be accredited and accordingly no
further periodic support payments will be paid in respect of the heat it generates.
(6) The period specified in paragraph (5) may be extended by the Department where the
Department considers it is just and equitable to do so.
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(7) Subject to paragraph (8), following the successful completion of the steps required under
paragraphs (3) and (4), the new owner of an accredited RHI installation will receive periodic
support payments calculated from the date of completion of those steps for the remainder of the
tariff lifetime of that accredited RHI installation.
(8) Where a transfer of ownership of all or part of an accredited RHI installation takes place and
results in that accredited RHI installation being owned by more than one person, the Department
may require that only one of those owners is the participant for the purposes of the scheme and
require that owner to comply with sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) of regulation 22(3).
Producers of biomethane
25.—(1) A producer of biomethane for injection may apply to the Department to be registered as
a participant.
(2) Applications for registration must be in writing and supported by—
(a) such of the information specified in Schedule 1 as the Department may require;
(b) a declaration that the information provided by the applicant is accurate to the best of the
applicant’s knowledge and belief;
(c) details of the process by which the applicant proposes to produce biomethane and arrange
for its injection; and
(d) a notice given in accordance with paragraph (6).
(3) The Department may in registering an applicant attach such conditions as it considers
appropriate.
(4) Where the application for registration is properly made in accordance with paragraph (2), the
Department must (subject to paragraphs (5) to (8))—
(a) notify the applicant in writing that registration has been successfully completed and the
applicant is a participant;
(b) enter on a central register maintained by the Department the date of registration and the
applicant’s name;
(c) notify the applicant of any conditions attached to their registration as a participant; and
(d) send the applicant a statement of eligibility including such of the information specified in
regulation 22(6)(f) as the Department considers applicable.
(5) The Department may refuse to register an applicant if the applicant has indicated that one or
more of the applicable ongoing obligations will not be complied with.
(6) The Department must not register an applicant unless that applicant has given notice (which
the Department has no reason to believe is incorrect) that no grant from public funds has been paid
or will be paid or other public support has been provided or will be provided in respect of any of
the equipment used to produce the biomethane for which the applicant is intending to claim
periodic support payments.
(7) The Department must not register an applicant if it would result in periodic support
payments being made to more than one participant for the same biomethane.
(8) The Department must not register the applicant unless, at the time of making the application,
injections of biomethane produced by that applicant has commenced.
(9) In this regulation, “grant from public funds” and “public support” have the meanings given
in regulation 23(2).
Preliminary accreditation
26.—(1) The Department may, upon the application by a person who proposes to construct or
operate an eligible installation which has not yet been commissioned, grant preliminary
accreditation in respect of that eligible installation provided—
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(a) any necessary planning permission has been granted; or
(b) such planning permission is not required and appropriate evidence of this is provided to
the Department from the relevant planning authority.
(2) The Department must not grant preliminary accreditation to any plant under this regulation
if, in its opinion, that plant is unlikely to generate heat for which periodic support payments may
be paid.
(3) An application for preliminary accreditation must be in writing and supported by such of the
information specified in Schedule 1 as the Department may require.
(4) The Department may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate in granting
preliminary accreditation under this regulation.
(5) Where a plant has been granted preliminary accreditation (and such preliminary
accreditation has not been withdrawn) and an application for accreditation is made under this Part,
the Department must, subject to regulation 23, grant that application unless it is satisfied that—
(a) there has been a material change in circumstances since the preliminary accreditation was
granted such that, had the application for preliminary accreditation been made after the
change, it would have been refused;
(b) any condition attached to the preliminary accreditation has not been complied with;
(c) the information on which the decision to grant the preliminary accreditation was based
was incorrect in a material particular such that, had the Department known the true
position when the application for preliminary accreditation was made, it would have been
refused; or
(d) there has been a change in applicable legislation since the preliminary accreditation was
granted such that, had the application for preliminary accreditation been made after the
change, it would have been refused.
(6) Where any of the circumstances mentioned in paragraph (7) apply in relation to a
preliminary accreditation which the Department has granted and having regard to those
circumstances the Department considers it appropriate to do so, the Department may—
(a) withdraw the preliminary accreditation;
(b) amend the conditions attached to the preliminary accreditation;
(c) attach conditions to the preliminary accreditation.
(7) The circumstances referred to in paragraph (6) are as follows—
(a) in the Department’s view there has been a material change in circumstances since the
preliminary accreditation was granted;
(b) any condition attached to the preliminary accreditation has not been complied with;
(c) the Department considers that the information on which the decision to grant the
preliminary accreditation was based was incorrect in a material particular;
(d) there has been change in the applicable legislation since the preliminary accreditation was
granted such that, had the application for preliminary accreditation been made after the
change, it would have been refused.
(8) The Department must send the applicant a notice setting out—
(a) its decision on an application for preliminary accreditation of a plant or on the withdrawal
of any preliminary accreditation;
(b) any condition attached to the preliminary accreditation or any amendment to those
conditions.
(9) The notice sent pursuant to paragraph (8) must specify the date on which the grant or
withdrawal of preliminary accreditation is to take effect and, where applicable, the date on which
any conditions (or amendments to those conditions) attached to the preliminary accreditation are
to take effect.
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(10) In paragraph (1), the reference to the person who proposes to construct an eligible
installation includes a person who arranges for the construction of the eligible installation.
(11) This regulation does not apply to a plant which will generate heat using—
(a) a solar collector;
(b) a heat pump which complies with the requirements of regulation 8(a); or
(c) solid biomass, provided that the plant will have an installation capacity below 200kWth.

PART 4
ONGOING OBLIGATIONS FOR PARTICIPANTS
CHAPTER 1
Ongoing obligations relating to the use of solid biomass to generate heat
Interpretation
27. In this Part—
“energy content” means the energy contained within a substance (whether measured by a
calorimeter or determined in some other way) expressed in terms of the substance’s gross
calorific value within the meaning of British Standard BS 7420:1991 (Guide for determination
of calorific values of solid, liquid and gaseous fuels (including definitions) published by the
British Standards Institute on 28th June 1991);(a)
“landfill gas” means gas formed by the digestion of material in a landfill;
“standby generation” means the generation of electricity by equipment which is not used
frequently or regularly to generate electricity and where all the electricity generated by that
equipment is used by the accredited RHI installation;
“waste” has the same meaning as in Article 2(2) of the Waste and Contaminated Land
(Northern Ireland) Order 1997(b)
Participants using solid biomass contained in municipal waste
28.—(1) This regulation applies to participants generating heat in an accredited RHI installation
from solid biomass contained in municipal waste.
(2) The proportion of solid biomass contained in the municipal waste must be a minimum of 50
per cent.
(3) For the purposes of paragraph (2)—
(a) the proportion of solid biomass contained in the municipal waste is to be determined by
the Department for every quarterly period;
(b) it is for the participant to provide, in such form as the Department may require, evidence
to demonstrate to the Department’s satisfaction the proportion of the energy content of
the municipal waste used in any quarterly period which is composed of fossil fuel, to
enable the Department to determine the proportion of solid biomass in accordance with
sub-paragraph (c);
(c) the proportion of solid biomass is the energy content of the municipal waste used in any
quarterly period to generate heat less the energy content of any fossil fuel of which that
municipal waste is in part composed, expressed as a percentage of the energy content of
that municipal waste.

(a) ISBN 0580194825 Copies can be obtained from the British Standards Institution: www.bsi-global.com/en/
(b) S.I. 1997/2778 (N.I. 19); Article 2(2) was amended by SR 2011 No. 127
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(4) The participant may use fossil fuel (other than fossil fuel mentioned in paragraph (3)(c)) in
an accredited RHI installation for the following permitted ancillary purposes only—
(a) cleansing other fuels from the accredited RHI installation’s combustion system prior to
using fossil fuel to heat the combustion system to its normal temperature;
(b) the heating of the accredited RHI installation’s combustion system to its normal operating
temperature or the maintenance of that temperature;
(c) the ignition of fuels of low or variable calorific value;
(d) emission control;
(e) in relation to accredited RHI installations which are CHP systems, standby generation or
the testing of standby generation capacity.
(5) The energy content of the fossil fuel used during any quarterly period for the permitted
ancillary purposes specified in paragraph (4) must not exceed 10 per cent of the energy content of
all the fuel used by that accredited RHI installation to generate heat during that quarterly period.
(6) Without prejudice to paragraph (3)(b), when determining the proportion of solid biomass
contained in municipal waste, the Department may have regard to any information (whether or not
produced to it by the participant) if, in its opinion, that information indicates what proportion of
the energy content of the municipal waste is composed of fossil fuel.
(7) Subject to paragraph (8), where the participant produces to the Department—
(a) data published by the Department of the Environment or a district council demonstrating
that the proportion of municipal waste used by that participant which is composed of
fossil fuel is unlikely to exceed 50 per cent; and
(b) evidence that the municipal waste used has not been subject to any process before being
used that is likely to have materially increased that proportion;
the Department may accept this as sufficient evidence for the purposes of paragraph (3)(b) of the
fact that the proportion of the municipal waste used which is composed of fossil fuel is no more
than 50 per cent.
(8) Where the Department so requests, the participant must arrange for samples of the municipal
waste used (or to be used) in the accredited RHI installation, or of any gas or other substance
produced as the result of the use of such municipal waste, to be taken by a person (and analysed in
a manner) specified by the Department, and for the results of that analysis to be made available to
the Department in such form as the Department may require.
(9) The participant may not generate heat using solid biomass contained in any waste other than
municipal waste.
Participants using solid biomass in accredited RHI installations with an installation capacity
of between 45kWth and 1MWth
29.—(1) This regulation applies to participants generating heat from solid biomass, not being
solid biomass contained in municipal waste, in an accredited RHI installation with an installation
capacity of between 45kWth and 1MWth.
(2) The participant may use solid biomass contaminated with fossil fuel provided that the
participant complies with the following sub-paragraphs as well as the other requirements of this
regulation—
(a) the participant may use solid biomass contaminated with fossil fuel only where the
proportion of fossil fuel contamination does not exceed 10 per cent;
(b) such contaminated biomass may not be used unless the fossil fuel is present because—
(i) the solid biomass has been subject to a process, the undertaking of which has caused
the fossil fuel to be present in, on or with the biomass even though that was not the
object of the process; or
(ii) the fossil fuel is waste and was not added to the solid biomass with a view to its
being used as a fuel;
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(c) for the purposes of sub-paragraph (a)—
(i) the proportion of fossil fuel contamination is to be determined by the Department for
every quarterly period;
(ii) it is for the participant to provide, in such form as the Department may require,
evidence to demonstrate to the Department’s satisfaction the proportion of fossil fuel
contamination; and
(iii) the proportion of fossil fuel contamination is the energy content of the fossil fuel
with which the solid biomass used in any quarterly period is contaminated expressed
as a percentage of the energy content of all solid biomass (contaminated or
otherwise) used in that quarterly period to generate heat other than fossil fuel used in
accordance with sub-paragraphs (d) and (e);
(d) the participant may use fossil fuel (other than fossil fuel mentioned in sub-paragraph (a))
in an accredited RHI installation for the following permitted ancillary purposes only—
(i) cleansing other fuels from the accredited RHI installation’s combustion system prior
to using fossil fuel to heat the combustion system to its normal temperature;
(ii) the heating of the accredited RHI installation’s combustion system to its normal
operating temperature or the maintenance of that temperature;
(iii) the ignition of fuels of low or variable calorific value;
(iv) emission control;
(v) in relation to accredited RHI installations which are CHP systems, standby
generation or the testing of standby generation capacity;
(e) the energy content of the fossil fuel used during a quarterly period for the permitted
ancillary purposes specified in sub-paragraph (d) must not exceed 10 per cent of the
energy content of all the fuel used by that accredited RHI installation to generate heat
during that quarterly period.
(3) Where solid biomass contaminated with fossil fuel is used in an accredited RHI installation,
the participant must keep and provide upon request written evidence including invoices, receipts
and such other documentation as the Department may specify relating to fuel use and fossil fuel
used for the permitted ancillary purposes specified in paragraph (2)(d) and provide this
information upon request to the Department, in such form as the Department may require, to
demonstrate compliance with this regulation.
(4) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), the Department may have regard to any information
(whether or not produced to it by the participant) if, in its opinion, that information indicates what
proportion of the contaminated solid biomass is composed of fossil fuel.
(5) Where—
(a) the Department is not satisfied that the proportion of fossil fuel contamination (within the
meaning of paragraph 2(c)(iii) does not exceed 10 per cent; or
(b) the Department is not satisfied as to the matters specified in paragraphs (2)(d) and (2)(e),
the Department may require the participant to arrange for samples of the fuel used (or to be used)
in the accredited RHI installation, or of any gas or other substance produced as the result of the
use of such fuel, to be taken by a person (and analysed in a manner) specified by the Department,
and for the results of that analysis to be made available to the Department in such form as the
Department may require.

CHAPTER 2
Ongoing obligations relating to the use of biogas to generate heat and the production of
biomethane for injection
Biogas produced from gasification or pyrolysis
30.—(1) This regulation applies to participants producing biogas using gasification or pyrolysis
and generating heat from that biogas in an accredited RHI installation.
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(2) The participant may only use solid biomass or municipal waste as feedstock to produce the
biogas.
(3) Where the participant uses municipal waste as feedstock—
(a) paragraphs (2), (3), (6) and (7) of regulation 28 apply to the proportion of solid biomass
contained in the municipal waste used for feedstock in the same way as for the proportion
of solid biomass contained in municipal waste used to generate heat; and
(b) paragraphs (4) and (5) of regulation 28 apply.
(4) Where the participant uses solid biomass (not being solid biomass contained in municipal
waste) as feedstock—
(a) paragraphs (2)(a), (b) and (c) and (4) of regulation 29 apply to the contamination of solid
biomass used for feedstock in the same way as for solid biomass contaminated with fossil
fuel used to generate heat; and
(b) paragraphs 2(d) and (e) of regulation 29 applies.
(5) Where the Department so requests, the participant must arrange for samples of the municipal
waste or solid biomass used (or to be used) as feedstock in the biogas production plant, or of any
gas or other substance produced as a result of the use of such municipal waste or solid biomass, to
be taken by a person (and analysed in a manner) specified by the Department, and for the results
of that analysis to be made available to the Department in such form as the Department may
require.
Participants generating heat from biogas
31.—(1) This regulation applies to participants generating heat from biogas in an accredited RHI
installation where regulation 30 does not apply.
(2) A participant using biogas produced by anaerobic digestions may only use biogas which—
(a) was produced from one or more of the following feedstocks—
(i) solid biomass;
(ii) solid waste;
(iii) liquid waste; and
(b) is not landfill gas.
(3) The participant may use fossil fuel in the accredited RHI installation only in accordance with
paragraphs 2(d) and (e) of regulation 29.
Biomethane producers
32.—(1) This regulation applies to participants producing biomethane for injection.
(2) A participant producing biomethane for injection from biogas made by gasification or
pyrolysis may only use biogas made using solid biomass or municipal waste as feedstock.
(3) Where municipal waste is used as feedstock, paragraphs (2) and (3)(c) of regulation 28 apply
to the proportion of solid biomass contained in municipal waste used as feedstock in the same way
as for the proportion of solid biomass contained in municipal waste used to generate heat.
(4) Where solid biomass is used as feedstock, paragraphs (2) (a), (b)and (c)(iii), of regulation
29 applies to the contamination of solid biomass used for feedstock in the same way as for solid
biomass contaminated with fossil fuel used by participants to generate heat.
(5) A participant producing biomethane for injection from biogas made by anaerobic digestion
must comply with regulation 31(2).
(6) The participant must provide measurements in such format as the Department may request
which satisfies the Department of all of the following—
(a) the gross calorific value and volume of biomethane injected;
(b) the gross calorific value and volume of any propane contained in the biomethane;
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(c) the kWh of biomethane injected together with supporting meter readings and calculations;
(d) the kWhth of heat supplied to the biogas production plant (other than heat contained in
feedstock to produce biogas by anaerobic digestion) which made the biogas used in any
quarterly period to produce biomethane for injection;
(e) any heat supplied to the biomethane production process.
(7) The participant must keep and provide upon request copies or details of agreements with
third parties with whom the participant contracts to carry out any of the processes undertaken to
turn the biogas into biomethane and to arrange for its injection.
(8) The participant must keep and provide upon request written evidence including invoices,
receipts, contracts and such other information as the Department may specify in relation to biogas
purchased and feedstock used in the production of the biogas used to produce biomethane.
(9) The participant must provide sustainability information in accordance with Schedule 2.

CHAPTER 3
Ongoing obligations relating to other matters
Ongoing obligations: general
33. Participants must comply with the following ongoing obligations, as applicable—
(a) they must keep and provide upon request by the Department records of type of fuel used
and fuel purchased for the duration of their participation in the scheme;
(b) they must keep and provide upon request by the Department written records of fossil fuel
used for the permitted ancillary purposes specified in Chapters 1 and 2;
(c) they must submit an annual declaration as requested by the Department confirming, as
appropriate, that they are using their accredited RHI installations in accordance with the
eligibility criteria and are complying with the relevant ongoing obligations;
(d) they must notify the Department if any of the information provided in support of their
application for accreditation or registration was incorrect;
(e) they must ensure that their accredited RHI installation continues to meet the eligibility
criteria;
(f) they must comply with any condition attached to their accreditation or registration;
(g) they must keep their accredited RHI installation maintained to the Department’s
satisfaction and keep evidence of this including service and maintenance documents;
(h) participants combusting biogas must not deliver heat by air from their accredited RHI
installation to the biogas production plant producing the biogas used for combustion;
(i) they must allow the Department or its authorised agent reasonable access in accordance
with Part 9;
(j) participants generating heat from solid biomass must comply with the regulation specified
by the Department in accordance with regulation 22(6)(e);
(k) they must notify the Department within 28 days where they have ceased to comply with
an ongoing obligation or have become aware that they will not be able so to comply, or
where there has been any change in circumstances which may affect their eligibility to
receive periodic support payments;
(l) they must notify the Department within 28 days of the addition or removal of a plant
supplying heat to a heating system of which their accredited RHI installation forms part;
(m) they must notify the Department within 28 days of a change in ownership of all or part of
their accredited RHI installation;
(n) they must repay any overpayment in accordance with any notice served under regulation
47;
(o) they must, if requested, provide evidence that the heat for which periodic support
payments are made is used for an eligible purpose;
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(p) they must not generate heat for the predominant purpose of increasing their periodic
support payments;
(q) they must comply with such other administrative requirements that the Department may
specify in relation to the effective administration of the scheme.
Ongoing obligations in relation to metering
34.—(1) Participants must keep all meters and steam measuring equipment required to be used
in accordance with these Regulations—
(a) continuously operating;
(b) properly maintained and periodically checked for errors; and
(c) re-calibrated every 10 years or within such period of time as may be specified in
accordance with manufacturers’ instructions where available; whichever is the sooner,
and must retain evidence of this, including service and maintenance invoices, receipts or
certificates for the duration of their participation in the scheme.
(2) The Department may, by the date (if any) specified by it, or at such regular intervals as it
may require to enable it to carry out its functions under these Regulations, require participants to
provide the following information—
(a) meter readings and other data collected in accordance with these Regulations from all
steam measuring equipment, class 2 heat meters and other heat meters used in accordance
with these Regulations in such format as the Department may reasonably require;
(b) in relation to participants using steam measuring equipment, a kWhth figure of both the
heat generated and the heat used for eligible purposes together with supporting data and
calculations; and
(c) the evidence and service and maintenance documentation specified in paragraph (1).
(3) Participants using heat pumps to provide both heating and cooling must ensure that their
meters for those pumps enable them to—
(a) measure heat used for eligible purposes only; and
(b) where appropriate, measure (in order to discount) any cooling generated by the reverse
operation of the heat pump,
and must provide upon request an explanation of how their metering arrangements have enabled
the cooling in sub-paragraph (b) to be discounted.
(4) The data referred to in paragraph (2)(a) and (b) may be estimated in exceptional
circumstances if the Department has agreed in writing to an estimate being provided and to the
way in which those estimates are to be calculated.
(5) Nothing in this regulation prevents the Department from accepting further data from a
participant, if the Department considers it appropriate to do so.
Ongoing obligations in relation to the provision of information
35.—(1) A participant must provide to the Department on request any information which the
participant holds and which the Department requires in order to discharge its functions under these
Regulations.
(2) Participants must retain the information referred to in Schedule 1, including such
information as may reasonably be required by the Department under paragraph 1(2)(e), (f), (h),
(k), (n), (v) or (w) and whether or not copies of that documentation have been supplied to the
Department, for the duration of their participation in the scheme.
(3) Information requested under paragraph (1) must be provided within 7 days of the request or
such later date as the Department may specify.
(4) Information provided to the Department under these Regulations must be accurate to the best
of the participant’s knowledge and belief.
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(5) Sub-paragraphs (3) and (4) of paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 have effect.

PART 5
PERIODIC SUPPORT PAYMENTS
Payment of periodic support payments to participants
36.—(1) Periodic support payments shall accrue from the tariff start date and shall be payable
for 20 years.
(2) Periodic support payments shall be calculated and paid by the Department.
(3) Subject to regulation 42(5) and paragraph (7) the tariff for an accredited RHI installation
shall be fixed when that installation is accredited.
(4) Subject to paragraph (7), the tariff for a participant who is a producer of biomethane is the
biomethane and biogas combustion tariff set out in Schedule 3.
(5) Subject to paragraphs (6) and (7), the tariff for an accredited RHI installation is the tariff set
out in Schedule 3 in relation to its source of energy or technology and installation capacity.
(6) For the purposes of paragraph (5), where the accredited RHI installation is one of a number
of plants forming part of the same heating system its installation capacity is to be taken to be the
sum of the installation capacities of that accredited RHI installation and all plants for which an
application for accreditation has been made (whether or not they have been accredited) which—
(a) use the same source of energy and technology as that accredited RHI installation; and
(b) form part of the same heating system as that accredited RHI installation.
(7) The tariffs—
(a) for the period beginning with the commencement of these Regulations and ending with
31st March 2013, are the tariffs set out in Schedule 3; and
(b) for each subsequent year commencing with 1st April and ending with 31st March, are the
tariffs applicable on the immediately preceding 31st March adjusted by the percentage
increase or decrease in the retail prices index for the previous calendar year (the resulting
figure being rounded to the nearest tenth of a penny, with any twentieth of a penny being
rounded upwards).
(8) The Department must calculate the tariff rates each year in accordance with paragraph (7)
and publish on or before 1st April of each year a table of tariffs for the period commencing with
1st April of that year and ending with 31st March of the following year.
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Periodic support payments for accredited RHI installations in simple systems
37.—(1) This regulation applies to participants who own an accredited RHI installation (“the
installation”) which—
(a) is generating and supplying heat solely for one or more eligible purposes used in one
building;
(b) does not deliver heat by steam; and
(c) is not a CHP system.
(2) Subject to regulations 39 and 40, participants shall be paid a periodic support payment for
the installation in respect of each quarterly period calculated in accordance with one of the
following formulae, as applicable—
(a)

A× B ; or

(b) where the installation is generating heat from the combustion of biogas, A × (B − C) ,
where—
A is the tariff for the installation determined in accordance with regulation 36;
B is the heat in kWhth generated by the installation during the relevant quarterly period; and
C is the heat in kWhth directed from the installation or delivered by any other source to the biogas
production plant which produced the biogas combusted in the relevant quarterly period (other than
heat contained in feedstock used to produce biogas by anaerobic digestion).
Periodic support payments accredited RHI installations for complex systems
38.—(1) This regulation applies to participants who own an accredited RHI installation (“the
installation”) which does not fall within regulation 37.
(2) Subject to regulations 39 and 40, participants shall be paid a periodic support payment for
the installation in respect of each quarterly period calculated in accordance with one of the
following formulae, as applicable—
(a)

A× B × D / E ; or

(b) where the accredited RHI installation is generating heat from the combustion of biogas,
A× (B − C) × D / E ,
where—
A is the tariff for the installation determined in accordance with regulation 36;
B is the heat in kWhth used by the heating system of which the installation forms part during the
relevant quarterly period for eligible purposes;
C is the heat in kWhth directed from the installation or delivered from any other source to the
biogas production plant which produced the biogas combusted in the relevant quarterly period
(other than heat contained in feedstock to produce biogas by anaerobic digestion) or, where there
is not such heat, zero;
D is the heat in kWhth generated by the installation during the relevant quarterly period; and
E is the heat in kWhth generated by all plants supplying heat to the same heating system of which
the installation forms part in the relevant quarterly period.
Fossil fuel contamination of solid biomass and fossil fuel used for permitted ancillary
purposes
39.—(1) This regulation applies to participants generating heat in an accredited RHI installation
where the heat is generated from solid biomass contained in municipal waste.
(2) The periodic support payment calculated in accordance with regulation 37 or 38 shall be
reduced pro rata to reflect the proportion of the energy content of the municipal waste used in the
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relevant quarterly period which was composed of fossil fuel and, where fossil fuel has been used
for permitted ancillary purposes in accordance with regulation 28, to reflect the proportion of
fossil fuel so used which resulted in the generation of heat.
Fossil fuel contamination adjustment to periodic support payments for producers and
combusters of biogas produced from gasification and pyrolysis
40.—(1) This regulation applies to participants producing biogas from gasification or pyrolysis
and generating heat from that biogas in an accredited RHI installation.
(2) Where, in accordance with regulation 30, a participant uses feedstock contaminated with
fossil fuel, the periodic support payment calculated in accordance with regulation 37 or 38 shall be
reduced pro rata to reflect the proportion of fossil fuel contamination in the feedstock used by the
participant in the relevant quarterly period.
Periodic support payments to producers of biomethane
41. Participants producing biomethane for injection shall be paid a periodic support payment in
respect of each quarterly period calculated in accordance with the following formula—

A× (B − (C + D + E)) × F ,
where—
A is the biomethane and biogas combustion tariff determined in accordance with regulation 36;
B is the kWh of biomethane injected in any quarterly period;
C is the kWh of propane contained in B;
D is the kWhth of heat supplied to the biogas production plant (other than heat contained in
feedstock to produce biogas by anaerobic digestion) which produced the biogas from which the
biomethane was made, from any heat source other than heat generated from the combustion of that
biogas;
E is the kWhth of heat supplied to the biomethane production process; and
F applies only in relation to biomethane made using biogas produced from gasification or
pyrolysis, and is the proportion of biomass contained in the feedstock used in the relevant
quarterly period to produce the biogas.

PART 6
ADDITIONAL RHI CAPACITY
Treatment of additional RHI capacity
42.—(1) This regulation applies where a participant installs additional RHI capacity.
(2) In this regulation “additional RHI capacity” means a plant which is—
(a) first commissioned after the date on which an accredited RHI installation (“the original
installation”) was first commissioned;
(b) uses the same source of energy and technology as the original installation; and
(c) supplies heat to the same heating system as that of which the original installation forms
part.
(3) A participant must inform the Department within 28 days of the additional RHI capacity
being first commissioned.
(4) Paragraph (5) applies where the additional RHI capacity is first commissioned within
12 months of the date on which the original installation was first commissioned.
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(5) Where this paragraph applies—
(a) the Department may review the accreditation of any accredited RHI installation using the
same source of energy and technology and supplying heat to the same heating system as
the additional RHI capacity;
(b) upon an application for accreditation of the additional RHI capacity, the Department
must—
(i) treat the additional RHI capacity as if it were part of the original installation; and
(ii) decide whether or not to accredit the additional RHI capacity and original installation
as one eligible installation in accordance with Part 3;
(c) subject to sub-paragraph (d), a refusal of accreditation under sub-paragraph (b)(ii) does
not affect the accreditation of the original installation;
(d) if a review undertaken in accordance with sub-paragraph (a) results in a finding that a
relevant ongoing obligation is no longer being complied with, the Department may take
appropriate action under Part 7; and
(e) where the Department grants accreditation in accordance with sub-paragraph (b), from
the date of that accreditation a participant’s periodic support payments in respect of the
original installation will be replaced by periodic support payments calculated using the
applicable tariff determined in accordance with paragraph (7) of regulation 36 in relation
to the source of energy and technology concerned based on the sum of the installation
capacities of the additional RHI capacity and the original installation, and will terminate
with the tariff end date of the original accredited RHI installation.
(6) Paragraph (7) applies where the additional RHI capacity is first commissioned more than
12 months after the original installation was first commissioned.
(7) Where this paragraph applies, the Department may review the accreditation of any
accredited RHI installation using the same source of energy and technology and supplying heat to
the same heating system as the additional RHI capacity; and if a review results in a finding that a
relevant ongoing obligation is no longer being complied with, the Department may take
appropriate action under Part 7.
(8) All additional RHI capacity must be individually metered.

PART 7
ENFORCEMENT
Power to temporarily withhold periodic support payments to investigate alleged noncompliance
43.—(1) Where the Department has reasonable grounds to suspect that a participant has failed or
is failing to comply with an ongoing obligation and the Department requires time to investigate, it
may temporarily withhold all or part of that participant’s periodic support payments.
(2) Within 21 days of a decision to withhold periodic support payments, the Department must
send a notice to the participant specifying—
(a) the respect in which the Department suspects the participant has failed or is failing so to
comply;
(b) the reason why periodic support payments are being withheld;
(c) the date from which periodic support payments will be withheld;
(d) the next steps in the investigation; and
(e) details of the participant’s right of review including any relevant time-limits.
(3) The Department’s investigation must be commenced and completed as soon as is reasonably
practicable.
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(4) The Department may withhold a participant’s periodic support payments for a maximum
period of 6 months commencing with the date specified in accordance with the notice required by
paragraph (2)(c).
(5) The Department must review its decision to withhold a participant’s periodic support
payments every 30 days commencing 30 days after the date of the notice required by paragraph
(2).
(6) Following a review pursuant to paragraph (5), the Department must send a notice to the
participant providing an update on—
(a) the progress of any investigation to date; and
(b) whether the Department intends to continue to withhold periodic support payments.
(7) For the purposes of calculating the time-limit specified in paragraph (4), no account is to be
taken of any period attributable to the participant’s delay in providing any information reasonably
requested by the Department.
(8) For the purposes of paragraph (7), a participant is not to be deemed to have delayed in
providing information if that participant responds within 2 weeks of a request from the
Department.
(9) On expiry of the period referred to in paragraph (4) or, if earlier, the conclusion of the
investigation, the Department must—
(a) send the participant a notice specifying the outcome of the investigation or, where the
investigation is not concluded, inform the participant accordingly; and
(b) pay within 28 days of the date of that notice all periodic support payments temporarily
withheld under this regulation, subject to any permanent withholding or reduction of any
such payments under regulation 45.
(10) If, on conclusion of the investigation, the Department is satisfied that a participant is failing
or has failed to comply with an ongoing obligation it may impose one of more of the other
sanctions set out in this Part.
Power to suspend periodic support payments where ongoing failure to comply
44.—(1) Where the Department is satisfied that a participant is failing to comply with an
ongoing obligation it may suspend that participant’s periodic support payments.
(2) Within 21 days of a decision to suspend periodic support payments the Department must
send a notice to the participant specifying—
(a) the respect in which the Department is satisfied that the participant is failing so to
comply;
(b) the reason why periodic support payments are being suspended;
(c) the date from which the suspension is effective;
(d) the steps that the participant must take to satisfy the Department that is to comply with
the ongoing obligation;
(e) the consequences of the participant failing to take the steps required pursuant to subparagraph (d) including potential sanctions; and
(f) details of the participant’s right of review including any relevant time-limits.
(3) Within 21 days of being satisfied that the participant is complying with the ongoing
obligation the Department must remove the suspension.
(4) If, within 6 months the Department is satisfied that the participant has taken the steps
specified by notice under paragraph (2), the Department may pay within 28 days of being so
satisfied all periodic support payments withheld under this regulation.
(5) The maximum period for which the Department may suspend a participant’s periodic
support payments is 1 year.

23
Received from DFE on 28.04.2017
Annotated by RHI Inquiry

DFE-33135
(6) Subject to paragraph (4), a participant may not recover any periodic support payments
suspended in accordance with this regulation.
Power to permanently withhold or reduce a participant’s periodic support payments
45.—(1) Where the Department is satisfied that there has been a material or repeated failure by a
participant to comply with an ongoing obligation during any quarterly period and the periodic
support payment for that quarterly period has not been paid, the Department may take one or more
of the following actions—
(a) permanently withhold a proportion of the participant’s periodic support payment which
corresponds to the proportion of that quarterly period during which the participant failed
so to comply;
(b) reduce a participant’s periodic support payment for that quarterly period or for the
quarterly period immediately following.
(2) Within 21 days of a decision to permanently withhold or to reduce a periodic support
payments, the Department must send a notice to the participant specifying, as applicable—
(a) the respect in which the participant has failed so to comply;
(b) the reason why a periodic support payment is being withheld or reduced;
(c) the period in respect of which any periodic support payment is to be withheld or reduced;
(d) the level of any reduction; and
(e) details of the participant’s right of review including any relevant time-limits.
(3) Where reducing a periodic support payment in accordance with paragraph (1)(b), the
Department may determine the level of the reduction (taking into consideration all factors which it
considers relevant) up to a maximum reduction of 10 per cent of the periodic support payment in
question.
Revocation of accreditation or registration
46.—(1) Where the Department is satisfied that there has been a material or repeated failure by a
participant to comply with an ongoing obligation it may take one or more of the following
actions—
(a) revoke accreditation for the accredited RHI installation in respect of which there has been
a material or repeated failure;
(b) revoke accreditation for any other accredited RHI installations owned by that participant;
(c) in relation to a participant who is a producer of biomethane for injection, revoke that
participant’s registration.
(2) Within 21 days of a decision to revoke accreditation or registration the Department must
send a notice to the participant specifying—
(a) the reason for the revocation of accreditation or registration including, where applicable,
details of the respect in which the participant has failed so to comply;
(b) an explanation of the effect of the revocation; and
(c) details of the participant’s right of review including any relevant time limits.
(3) Where accreditation of an accredited RHI installation has been revoked, or a participant’s
registration has been revoked, the Department may refuse to accredit any eligible installations
owned by the same person or refuse to register that person as a producer of biomethane for
injection at any future date.
Overpayment notices and offsetting
47.—(1) Where the Department is satisfied that a participant has received a periodic support
payment which exceeds that participant’s entitlement or has received a periodic support payment
whilst failing to comply with an ongoing obligation it may—
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(a) require the participant to repay the periodic support payment as a civil debt owed to the
Department; or
(b) offset the periodic support payment against any future periodic support payments.
(2) Within 21 days of a decision to offset or require the participant to repay any periodic support
payment the Department must send the participant a notice specifying—
(a) the periodic support payment which the Department believes has been overpaid and the
sum which it is seeking to recover from the participant;
(b) whether the sum specified in sub-paragraph (a) will be recovered in accordance with
paragraph (1)(a) or (1)(b);
(c) where applicable, a date by which the sum specified in sub-paragraph (a) must be repaid;
(d) the consequences of failing to make any repayments requested including potential
sanctions or civil action; and
(e) details of the participant’s right of review including any relevant time limits.

PART 8
REVOCATION OF SANCTIONS
Revocation of Part 7 sanctions
48.—(1) The Department may at any time revoke a sanction imposed in accordance with Part 7
if it is satisfied that—
(a) there was an error involved in the original imposition of the sanction; or
(b) it is just and equitable in the particular circumstances of the case to do so.
(2) Within 21 days of a decision to revoke a sanction, the Department must send a notice to the
participant specifying—
(a) the sanction which has been revoked;
(b) the reason for the revocation;
(c) what action if any the Department proposes to take in relation to any loss incurred by the
participant as a result of the imposition of the sanction including the time within which
any action will be taken; and
(d) details of someone within the Department whom the participant may contact if they are
not satisfied with the proposals made by the Department under sub-paragraph (c).

PART 9
INSPECTION
Power to inspect accredited RHI installations
49.—(1) The Department or its authorised agent may request entry at any reasonable hour to
inspect an accredited RHI installation and its associated infrastructure to undertake any one or
more of the following—
(a) verify that the participant is complying with all applicable ongoing obligations;
(b) verify meter readings;
(c) take samples and remove them from the premises for analysis;
(d) take photographs, measurements or video or audio recordings;
(e) ensure that there is no other contravention of these Regulations.
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(2) Within 21 days of a request made under paragraph (1) being (in its opinion) unreasonably
refused the Department must send a notice to the participant specifying—
(a) the reason why the Department considers the refusal to be unreasonable;
(b) the consequences of the refusal, including potential sanctions for failing to comply with
the ongoing obligation imposed by regulation 33(i); and
(c) details of the participant’s right of review including any relevant time-limits.

PART 10
REVIEWS
Right of review
50.—(1) Any prospective, current or former participant affected by a decision made by the
Department in exercise of its functions under these Regulations (other than a decision made in
accordance with this regulation) may have that decision reviewed by the Department.
(2) An application for review must be made by notice in such format as the Department may
require and must—
(a) be received by the Department within 28 days of the date of receipt of notification of the
decision being reviewed;
(b) specify the decision which that person wishes to be reviewed;
(c) specify the grounds upon which the application is made; and
(d) be signed by or on behalf of the person making the application.
(3) A person who has made an application in accordance with paragraph (2) must provide the
Department with such information and such declarations as the Department may reasonably
request in order to discharge its functions under this regulation, provided any information
requested is in that person’s possession.
(4) On review the Department may—
(a) revoke or vary its decision;
(b) confirm its decision;
(c) vary any sanction or condition it has imposed; or
(d) replace any sanction or condition it has imposed with one or more alternative sanctions or
conditions.
(5) Within 21 days of the Department’s decision on a review, it must send the applicant and any
other person who is in the Department’s opinion affected by its decision a notice setting out its
decision with reasons.

PART 11
ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT AND NOTICES
Publication of guidance and publication of specified information on the Department’s
website
51.—(1) The Department must publish procedural guidance to participants and prospective
participants in connection with the administration of the scheme.
(2) The Department must publish the following information on its website—
(a) information in aggregate form as to—
(i) the number of accredited RHI installations;
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(ii) the technology and installation capacity of those accredited RHI installations;
(iii) the amount of heat those accredited RHI installations have generated;
(iv) the total amount of periodic support payments made under each tariff; and
(b) information in aggregate form as to—
(i) the number of participants who are producers of biomethane;
(ii) the volume of biomethane produced for injection by those participants; and
(iii) the total amount of periodic support payments made in respect of that biomethane.
Notices
52. A notice under these Regulations—
(a) must be in writing; and
(b) may be transmitted by electronic means.
Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment on the

A senior officer of the
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment

SCHEDULES
SCHEDULE 1

Regulations 22, 24, 25, 26 and 35

Information required for accreditation and registration
1.—(1) This Schedule specifies the information that may be required of a prospective participant
in the scheme.
(2) The information is, as applicable to the prospective participant—
(a) name, home address, e-mail address and telephone number;
(b) any company registration number and registered office;
(c) any trading or other name by which the prospective participant is commonly known;
(d) details of a bank account in the prospective participant’s name which accepts pound
sterling deposits in the United Kingdom;
(e) information to enable the Department to satisfy itself as to the identity of the individual
completing the application;
(f) where an individual is making an application on behalf of a company, evidence which
satisfies the Department, that the individual has authority from the company to make the
application on its behalf;
(g) details of the eligible installation owned by the prospective participant including its cost;
(h) evidence, which satisfies the Department, as to the ownership of the eligible installation;
(i) evidence that the eligible installation was new at the time of installation;
(j) where an eligible installation has replaced a plant, details of the plant replaced;
(k) evidence which demonstrates to the Department’s satisfaction the installation capacity of
the eligible installation;
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(l) details of the fuel which the prospective participant is proposing to use;
(m) in relation to prospective participants generating heat from biomass, notification as to
whether the prospective participant is proposing to use solid biomass contained in
municipal waste and, if so, whether or not the prospective participant is regulated under
the Pollution Prevention and Control Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003(a)
(n) where the plant is a heat pump, evidence which demonstrates to the Department’s
satisfaction, that the heat pump meets a coefficient of performance of at least 2.9;
(o) in respect of a producer of biogas or biomethane, details of the feedstock which the
producer is proposing to use;
(p) details of what the heat generated will be used for and an estimate of how much heat will
be used together with an estimate of the number of hours of operation per week in which
heat will be generated for an eligible purpose;
(q) details of the building in which the heat will be used;
(r) the industry sector for which the heat will be used;
(s) details of the size and annual turnover of the prospective participant’s organisation;
(t) details of other plants generating heat which form part of the same heating system as the
eligible installation to which the application relates;
(u) where regulation 13 applies, evidence from the installer that the requirements specified in
that regulation are met;
(v) such information as the Department may specify to enable it to satisfy itself that the
requirements of Chapter 3 of Part 2 have been met including—
(i) evidence that a class 2 heat meter, other heat meter or steam measuring equipment
has been installed;
(ii) evidence that the class 2 heat meter, other heat meter or steam measuring equipment
was calibrated prior to use;
(iii) in relation to all heat meters, details of the meter’s manufacturer, model, meter serial
number;
(iv) a schematic diagram showing details of the heating system of which the eligible
installation forms part, including all plants generating and supplying heat to that
heating system, all purposes for which heat supplied by that heating system is used,
the location of meters and associated components and such other details as may be
specified by the Department;
(v) where regulation 17 applies; if so requested by the Department, an independent
report by a competent person verifying that such of those requirements as the
Department may specify have been met;
(w) such other information as the Department may require to enable it to consider the
prospective participant’s application for accreditation or registration.
(3) Information specified in this Schedule must be provided in such manner and form as the
Department may reasonably request.
(4) The costs of providing the information specified in this Schedule are to be borne by the
applicant.

(a) S.R. 2003 No. 46
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SCHEDULE 2

Regulation 32

Provision of information in relation to the use of biomass in certain
circumstances
Information to be provided to the Department where biomass is used for combustion or
production of biomethane
1. This Schedule specified the information that a participant is required to provide under
regulation 32(9).
2. The information is information identifying to the best of the participant’s knowledge and
belief, in such manner and form as the Department may require—
(a) the material from which the solid biomass was composed;
(b) the form of the solid biomass;
(c) its mass;
(d) whether the solid biomass was a by-product of a process;
(e) whether the solid biomass was derived from waste;
(f) where the solid biomass was plant matter or derived from plant matter, the country where
the plant matter was grown;
(g) where the information specified in paragraph (f) is not known or the solid biomass was
not plant matter or derived from plant matter, the country from which the operator
obtained the solid biomass;
(h) whether any of the solid biomass used was an energy crop or derived from an energy crop
and if so—
(i) the proportion of the consignment which was or was derived from the energy crop;
and
(ii) the type of energy crop in question;
(i) whether the solid biomass or any matter from which it was derived was certified under an
environmental quality assurance scheme and, if so, the name of the scheme;
(j) where the solid biomass was plant matter or derived from plant matter, the use to which
the land on which the plant matter was grown has been put since 30th November 2005.
3. The information specified in paragraph 2 must be collated by reference to the following
places or origin—
(a) United States of America or Canada;
(b) the European Union;
(c) other.
4. The information specified in paragraph 2 must be provided for every quarterly period.
5. For the purpose of this Schedule—
“energy crop” means a plant crop planted after 31st December 1989 which is grown primarily
for the purpose of being used as fuel or which is one of the following—
(a) miscanthus giganteus (a perennial grass);
(b) salix (also known as short rotation coppice willow);
(c) populous (also known as short rotation coppice poplar); and
“environmental quality assurance scheme” means a voluntary scheme which establishes
environmental or social standards in relation to the production of biomass or matter form
which a biomass is derived.
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SCHEDULE 3 - Tariffs

Regulation 36

Table 1
Tariff name

Medium Biomass

Sources of energy or
Technology
Solid biomass
including solid
biomass contained in
municipal solid waste
and CHP
As above

Large Biomass

As above

Small heat pumps

Ground source heat
pump, water source
heat pump, deep
geothermal
As above

Small Biomass

Medium heat pumps

Large heat pumps
All Solar collectors
Biomethane and
biogas combustion

Installation capacity
Less than 20kWth

As above
Solar collectors
Biomethane injection
and biogas
combustion
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Tariff
Pence/kWh
6.2

20kWth and above up
to but not including
100kWth
100kWth and above
up to but not including
1000kWth
Less than 20kWth

5.9

20kWth and above up
to but not including
100kWth
100kWth and above
Below 200kWth
All biomethane
injection and biogas
combustion below
200kWth

4.3

1.5

8.4

1.3
8.5
3.0

DFE-33142
EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations)
These Regulations establish a renewable heat incentive scheme (“the scheme”) under which
owners of plants which generate heat from specified renewable sources and meet specified criteria
may receive payments at prescribed tariffs for the heat used for eligible purposes. Payments may
also be made to biomethane producers who produce biomethane for injection. The Regulations
confer functions on the Department in connection with matters in connection with the general
administration of the scheme.
Regulation 3 confers on the Department the function of making payments to participants in the
scheme and specifies the eligible purposes for which heat will receive payment.
Chapter 1 of Part 2 (Regulation 4) defines criteria (“eligibility criteria”) that must be satisfied for a
plant to be eligible to participate in the scheme.
Chapter 2 of Part 2 (Regulations 5 to 15) specified the eligibility criteria other than those in
relation to metering.
Chapter 3 of Part 2 (Regulations 16 to 21) specifies the eligibility criteria in relation to metering,
setting out the types of meters which may be used, the requirements with which they must comply
and what must be measured.
Part 3 (regulations 22 to 26) sets out the procedures for accreditation, registration, change of
ownership and preliminary accreditation. Regulation 22 confers on the Department the function
of accrediting eligible installations (which upon accreditation are known as accredited RHI
installations) and specifies the process by which applicants apply to the Department for
accreditation.
Regulation 23 specifies the circumstances in which the Department may not accredit a plant.
These include matters relating to the receipt of grants from public funds; where a plant has not
been commissioned; where an applicant has indicated that applicable ongoing obligations will not
be complied with and where the plant is one of a number of plants which would together form one
eligible installation in accordance with Part 2.
Regulation 24 specifies the procedure for notifying the Department where there has been a transfer
in ownership of all or part of an accredited RHI installation and sets out the process by which the
new owner may receive payments under the scheme.
Regulation 25 confers on the Department the function of registering producers of biomethane who
are producing biomethane for injection. It specifies the process by which applicants apply to the
Department for registration and specifies the circumstances in which an application for
registration can be refused.
Regulation 26 sets out the process by which a person may apply for and the Department may grant
preliminary accreditation in respect of a plant.
Chapter 1 of Part 4 (Regulations 27 to 29) sets out ongoing obligations for participants in the
scheme with which participants generating heat from biomass must comply.
Regulation 28 applies to participants generating heat from solid biomass contained in municipal
waste. It specifies the minimum proportion of solid biomass which must be contained in the
municipal waste used, sets out how the proportion of solid biomass is determined and specifies the
permitted uses of fossil fuel in accredited RHI installations.
Regulation 29 applies to participants generating heat from solid biomass, not being solid biomass
contained in municipal waste, in accredited installations with an installation capacity of between
45kWth and 1MWth. It specifies the permitted levels of and reasons for fossil fuel contamination,
sets out how the proportion of fossil fuel contamination is determined and specifies the permitted
uses of fossil fuel in accredited RH I installations.
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Chapter 2 of Part 4 (Regulations 30 to 32) sets out ongoing obligations for participants who are
generating heat from biogas and producing biomethane for injection.
Regulation 30 applies to participants producing biogas using gasification or pyrolysis and
generating heat from that biogas. It stipulates composition requirements for the feedstock used by
participants and specifies the permitted uses of fossil fuel in accredited RHI installations.
Regulation 31 applies to participants generating heat from biogas to whom regulation 30 does not
apply. It stipulates feedstock requirements for participants using biogas produced from anaerobic
digestion and specifies permitted uses of fossil fuel in accredited RHI installations.
Regulation 32 applies to biomethane producers who produce biomethane for injection. It specifies
composition requirements for feedstocks used to produce the biogas from which the biomethane is
made and sets out the ongoing obligations relating to administration with which participants must
comply. It also imposes a sustainability reporting requirement.
Chapter 3 of Part 4 (Regulations 33 to 35) sets out the ongoing obligations for participants which
are not specific to those participants generating heat from biomass or biogas or producing
biomethane for injection.
Regulation 33 specifies general ongoing obligations relating to administrative and other matters
with which participants must comply.
Regulation 34 specifies the ongoing obligations in relation to metering. It imposes requirements
on participants in relation to their heat meters and steam measuring equipment; requires
participants to provide data when requested by the Department; and specifies the metering
arrangements for participants using heat pumps for both heating and cooling. This regulation also
permits the data to be estimated in exceptional circumstances.
Regulation 35 specifies ongoing obligations in relation to the provision of information and gives
effect to Schedule 1.
Part 5 (regulations 36 to 41) confers on the Department the function of calculating and paying
periodic support payments to participants. These regulations specify the method by which tariffs
are assigned; confer a function on the Department to calculate and publish a table of tariffs each
year based on the tariffs set out in Schedule 3 adjusted in line with the retail price index and
specifies the method by which periodic support payments are calculated.
Part 6 (regulation 42) specifies how a plant using the same source of energy and technology as an
accredited RHI installation and supplying heat to the same heating system (known as additional
RHI capacity) is to be treated under the scheme.
Part 7 (regulations 43 to 47) sets out the provisions in relation to enforcement.
Regulations 43 to 45 confer on the Department a wide range of powers to temporarily or
permanently withhold a participant’s periodic support payments or reduce a periodic support
payment.
Regulation 46 confers a power on the Department to revoke accreditation or registration in certain
circumstances.
Regulation 47 confers a power on the Department to recover overpayments.
Part 8 (regulation 48) confers on the Department a power to revoke any sanction imposed under
Part 7 and specifies the circumstances and manner in which the Department may exercise this
power.
Part 9 (regulation 49) confers on the Department or its authorised agent the power to inspect an
accredited RHI installation and its associated infrastructure and specifies the manner and
circumstances in which this power may be exercised and the consequences of refusal.
Part 10 (regulation 50) confers a right of review on any prospective, current or former participant
affected by a decision made by the Department under these Regulations, sets out the process by
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which a person may request a review of such decisions and specifies the Department’s powers on
review.
Part 11 (regulations 51 and 52) confers additional administrative functions on the Department.
Under regulation 51 the Department must publish procedural guidance in connection with the
administration of the scheme and requires the Department to publish certain information on its
website.
Regulation 52 describes the form of notices under these Regulations.
A draft of these Regulations was notified to the European Commission in accordance with
Directive 98/34/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down a procedure for
the provision of information in the field of technical standards and regulations (OJ L 204,
21.7.1998, p.37) as amended by Directive 98/48/EC (OJ L 217, 5.8.1998, p. 18).
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From:

Joanne McCutcheon
17 October 2012

To:

DFE-33145

Copy Distribution List Below

1. Andrew Crawford
2. Arlene Foster MLA

THE NORTHERN IRELAND RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE (RHI) SCHEME – MOTION
FOR APPROVAL OF THE REGULATIONS AND SUBSEQUENT LAUNCH OF THE
SCHEME

Issue:

You are due to present an Assembly Motion for
Approval of the draft Renewable Heat Incentive
Scheme Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 by
affirmative resolution on Monday 22 October 2012.
Providing the regulations are approved by the
Assembly the scheme will then be ready to
commence on Thursday 1 November 2012.

Timing:

Debate scheduled for 22 October 2012
(provisionally scheduled for 1pm-1.30pm). Launch
scheduled for Thursday 1 November 2012.

Need for referral to the Executive:

This is not a cross cutting issue and does not
need Executive approval. However, you informed
Ministerial colleagues of your proposals in a
write-round on 12 October.

Presentational Issues:

Positive publicity has already been received for
the proposal to introduce the Renewable Heat
Incentive for the non-domestic sector in Northern
Ireland. There will be a media campaign to
support the launch.

Freedom of Information:

Some parts of this submission may be exempt
under section 35 of the FOI Act.

Financial Implications:

The agreed budget of £25m to 2015 provided by
Her Majesty’s Treasury (HMT) can be utilised as
soon after the Regulations come into operation.
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Statutory Equality Obligations:

There are no Section 75 implications.

PFG/PSA implications:

The NI Renewable Heat Incentive is crucial to
attaining the 10% renewable heat target by 2020
as set out in the Strategic Energy Framework.

Legislation Implications:

The draft Regulations for the RHI are subject to
affirmative resolution by the Assembly.

Recommendation:

That you (i) note the attached speaking notes and
briefing for use in the debate (Annexes A-E) and
(ii) note the communications plans and approve
the draft press release (Annex F).

Background
All approvals (including State Aid approval) are in place for the introduction of the Northern
Ireland Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI). Before the scheme can commence secondary
legislation needs to be put in place and so the draft Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 were laid at the Assembly on 9 October 2012. You are
due to present the draft Regulations for affirmative resolution in the Assembly on 22 October
2012. The draft Regulations have been approved by Departmental Solicitors’ Office and have
been scrutinised by the Examiner of Statutory Rules and by the ETI Committee.
Assembly Debate
2. The following briefing for the debate is attached for your consideration:
Annex A:

Draft opening and winding up speeches

Annex B:

Q&A on the Renewables Heat Incentive Scheme

Annex C:

Table of RHI tariff levels

Annex D:

Draft Regulations as laid before the Assembly (attached separately)

Annex E:

Explanatory Memorandum

3. Peter Hutchinson and I will be the officials in attendance at the Assembly on the day – we
will provide briefing on the Regulations and on any wider energy issues that arise during
the debate. We are also available for pre-brief if required. I would be grateful if your office
could arrange the appropriate box passes.
Launch and planned Communications
4. Subject to the regulations being approved by the Assembly, the scheme will be ready to
launch on Thursday 1 November.
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5. It is proposed that a Press Release will be released to announce the start of the scheme
and a draft (which has been cleared by the Press Office) is attached for your approval
(Annex F). Energy Division has been working to develop appropriate marketing and
communications material to highlight the opportunities provided by the RHI and also to
promote the domestic Renewable Heat Premium Payment (RHPP) which was launched in
May 2012. A campaign has been developed under the ‘EnergyWise’ branding and will
include, in the first instance, 30 second TV advertising, outdoor billboards, bus advertising
and magazine articles (Ulster Business, Farming Life, Modern Builder etc). The
advertising will include both messages for domestic and non-domestic customers. It is
expected that this campaign will commence on 4 November 2012 and will initially run for 4
weeks and then will recommence at end January for a further 3 weeks. The total cost of
the campaign is £150K.
6. The campaign will signpost those interested to NIDirect (website and call centre) in the
first instance. The subsequent administration of the RHI scheme for those who proceed to
application will be handled by Ofgem; it will initially be a manual system but will migrate to
an on-line system early next year. Energy Division will continue to manage the RHPP.
Recommendation
7. I recommend that you
i.
ii.

note the attached speaking notes and briefing for use in the debate (Annexes A-E)
note the communications plan and approve the draft press release (Annex F).

JOANNE MCCUTCHEON
Tel: 90529425
cc:

David Sterling
David Thomson
Fiona Hepper (o/r)
David McCune
Clare Baxter
Peter Hutchinson
Susan Stewart
Glynis Aiken
John Murray
Alastair Ross MLA, APS
Paul McGinn, DSO
Nicola Wheeler, DSO
Neth Energy
Press Office
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ANNEX A

OPENING SPEECH FOR DEBATE ON THE DRAFT RENEWABLE HEAT
INCENTIVE SCHEME REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2012
• I beg to move.
• [Mr Speaker/Mr Deputy Speaker], this statutory rule is being made under
powers contained in the Energy Act 2011, which prescribes that these
Regulations must be laid in draft for approval by affirmative resolution of the
Assembly.
• The draft Regulations that I bring forward today relate to the introduction of
the Northern Ireland Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) and were subject to a
statutory consultation that closed in October 2011. Following this consultation
further work was carried out to finalise both the policy position and these
Regulations.
• This legislation will provide the necessary powers for my Department to
introduce the RHI scheme. The RHI will support generators of renewable
heat through long-term incentive payments that are designed to cover the
additional costs involved in renewable technologies, as well as providing a
favourable rate of return for investors.

• Ensuring a more secure, competitive and diverse heating market is a key
priority for my Department. Northern Ireland’s current reliance on fossil fuels
is unsustainable and therefore heat from indigenous and renewable sources
must be promoted.
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• The RHI will provide businesses, community groups, schools, churches and
other organisations with ongoing financial support when switching to
renewable heating. In addition, the development of this sector will provide
opportunities for local firms involved in this area.

• The RHI will be open for non-domestic customers in the first instance, with a
view to extending it to the domestic market in due course. In the meantime,
householders can avail of grant support from my Department via the
Renewable Heat Premium Payment Scheme, which I launched in May 2012.
My Department has already received over 300 applications and has offered
over £450k worth of support. This represents a total investment in the sector
of £1.7m.

• Financial incentives have already been successful within the local renewable
electricity market. Since the introduction of the Northern Ireland Renewables
Obligation (NIRO) in 2005, the level of electricity generated from renewable
sources has increased from 3% to 14%. It is now vital that a similar
commitment is made for the renewable heat market.

• It is expected that the RHI will support the installation of over 20,000
technologies by 2020 as well as securing our target of a level of 10%
renewable heat. The launch of the RHI, in conjunction with the grant support
already in place for domestic customers, represents up to £25m of funding to
2015. This demonstrates my commitment to this sector and my desire to see
levels of renewable heating increase.
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• In conclusion, I ask that Members support the passage of these Regulations
that outline the arrangements for the Northern Ireland RHI. This, in turn, will
allow the scheme to be launched and installers of renewable heat supported
by DETI. On that basis I ask the House to support the motion.

473 words
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WINDING UP SPEECH FOR DEBATE ON RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE
SCHEME REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2012
• I would like to thank those who have contributed to today’s debate. Energy
matters are obviously a major issue for this House and for our local
businesses and domestic consumers.
• [In answer to some of the issues raised today, I want to say….]
BRIEFING TO BE PROVIDED BY OFFICIALS AS REQUIRED
• I am pleased that Members are broadly supportive of this incentive
mechanism and recognise my Department’s work in developing the local
renewable heat market.
• In these times of higher energy prices, my Department is committed to
exploring opportunities to provide greater choice for consumers, promoting
more sustainable technologies and supporting those wishing to change from
conventional fossil fuel heating. The development of this sector is important
in the realisation of a more diverse, secure and competitive heating market in
Northern Ireland.
• These Regulations will support the introduction of the RHI and set a clear
framework for the scheme, including how payments will be calculated and
made; conditions of the scheme; and eligibility standards. The scheme will
be administered by the GB energy regulator Ofgem, who have experience of
managing similar large renewable energy schemes.
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• The RHI is a ground-breaking scheme for Northern Ireland and will support
the realisation of increasing levels of renewable heating to 10% by 2020.
The development of this market will have real benefits for Northern Ireland’s
energy security by reducing dependence on fossil fuels. The sector also has
the potential for new jobs and industries.
• I commend the motion to the House.
Approx 250 words
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ANNEX B

RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE - Q&A
What is the Northern Ireland Renewable Heat Incentive?
• The Northern Ireland Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) is a DETI scheme that provides
financial support to non-domestic renewable heat generators and producers of
biomethane.

Why is the scheme being introduced?
• The primary objective for the Northern Ireland RHI is to increase the uptake of renewable
heat to 10% by 2020 (baseline position of 1.7% in 2010). The 10% target for renewable
heat equates to 1.6TWh (or an additional 1.3 TWh when considering existing levels). This
target was included in the Strategic Energy Framework and an interim target of 4%
renewable heat by 2015 has been included in the Programme for Government.
• In addition to achieving the set target, it is expected that the RHI will have a number of
other wider benefits in terms of fuel security, lower emissions and ‘green jobs’.
• Renewable heat technologies are currently unable to compete with existing fossil fuel
alternatives given the often higher capital costs and also the lack of understanding and
awareness amongst consumers of what are often seen as innovative technologies.
• Without the RHI in place Northern Ireland will not achieve either the targets set for
renewable heat by the Northern Ireland Executive in the SEF or be able to contribute to the
UK target set under the Renewable Energy Directive.

How have the tariffs been designed?
• The RHI aims to compensate investors for the additional costs of renewable heat
compared to traditional fossil fuel systems.
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• The RHI tariff setting methodology also includes the provision of a rate of return in order to
stimulate interest in a developing unknown marketplace and to provide compensation for
financing costs of making the necessary investment in capital projects. In most instances a
rate of 12% has been set.

Why are the tariffs lower than those available in GB?
• The Northern Ireland tariffs tend to be lower than those offered in the GB scheme as the NI
tariffs are designed against an oil counterfactual rather than a natural gas counterfactual,
as in GB. This reflects the heat markets in the two areas with oil the dominant heating fuel
in NI at 75%+ and natural gas the dominant heating fuel in GB 70%+. Setting the
counterfactual position against oil within the NI scheme reflects the likelihood that the
majority of people switching to renewable heat will be displacing oil. As oil is a more
expensive fossil fuel, less of an incentive is required to switch to renewable heat.
• DETI does not think that NI consumers will be disadvantaged in comparison to GB
consumers, as whilst the tariff levels are lower the ongoing savings that can be expected
from switching to renewable heat will be considerably higher for NI consumers. Therefore
the overall benefit for the consumer is similar.

How will the scheme be administered?
•

Ofgem (the GB Energy Regulator) were selected to administer to NI RHI given their
experience in developing the GB scheme and the synergies between the two schemes.
This, in turn, presented significant savings and economies of scale.

•

In addition, Ofgem has a proven track record in delivering large scale renewable energy
schemes and have experience in the Northern Ireland market through administration of
the NIRO.

•

My Department has held a consultation on proposed guidance documents for those
wishing to avail of the RHI. This guidance was developed in conjunction with Ofgem.
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How will payments be made?
• Payments will be made on a quarterly basis by the scheme’s administrator, Ofgem.
Payments will be calculated by multiplying the actual metered heat output of the technology
over that quarter with the designated tariff.

Why is there no support for biomass installations over 1MW in size?
• Biomass installations over 1MW in size will not receive a tariff under the current banding
proposals. The reason for this is that, analysis has shown that it should be cost effective
for these sites to switch to renewable heat by 2020 and therefore an additional incentive is
not required. Indeed, when calculating a tariff for these technologies, using the same
methodology as for the others, the calculated value is negative i.e. no tariff is required.
• DETI is however willing to examine any alternative evidence as part of the second phase of
RHI.

Will tariffs change over time?
• Once an installation is accredited under the scheme they will receive a fixed level of
support which will be adjusted annually in line with inflation. However, to ensure the
scheme is cost effective the tariffs will be reviewed over time and the new tariffs will be
applied to anyone joining the scheme. The tariffs will be amended annually to reflect the
Retail Price Index.

Who is eligible to apply for the scheme?
• The scheme is available to generators of heat and producers of biomethane that meet the
eligibility criteria that are based in Northern Ireland.
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• At the start of the scheme only non-domestic sectors willbe supported. We intend to
introduce a second phase of support which will establish support for the domestic sector as
well as a number of other technologies and fuel uses that we are unable to support from
the outset. The non-domestic segment includes businesses; public sector; charities and
not-for-profit organisations; and industry.
• A non-domestic installation is a renewable heat unit that supplies heat to anything from
large-scale industrial heating to small business and community heating projects. This
includes small businesses, hospitals, schools etc as well as district heating schemes (e.g.
one boiler serving multiple homes).

When will the scheme close to new applications?
• It is expected that the scheme will remain open to new installations until March 2020. A
review of the RHI will take place in 2014/15.

How long will the incentive payments last?
• RHI support for the first phase is for the lifetime of the technology to a maximum of 20
years.

I have already installed a renewable heat technology, am I eligible?
• Eligible equipment commissioned on or after 1 September 2010 will be able to avail of the
RHI, however a suitable heat meter must be installed.

Why are domestic installations not included at this stage?
• A second phase of support will be introduced for some areas that won’t be supported from
the outset, including domestic installations. There are a number of important factors,
specific to the domestic sector, that we need to consider further before we can launch a full
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RHI scheme for domestic buildings and ensure we pursue the most cost-effective way of
increasing renewable heat at this scale.
• These include issues about how long the RHI payback period should be, given the
frequency with which people move house and the ways in which households raise and pay
back finance; and how payments could be made, either through metering or a ‘deemed’
approach.

What support is currently available for the domestic market?
• The Northern Ireland, Renewable Heat Premium Payment (RHPP) scheme is a
government support scheme to help domestic householders install renewable heating and
hot water systems in their homes.
• The scheme has attracted a high level of interest and to date there have been 316
applications. Solar thermal is the most popular technology and accounts for 45% of
applications, Biomass Boilers account for 33% and the rest is made up of heat pumps.
• To date, DETI has committed £450,000 of funding. This grant funding represents a nearly
£1.7m of investment in this sector.
• The voucher values for each of the technologies are listed below.

Technology

Voucher Value

Air Source Heat Pump

£1,700

Biomass boiler

£2,500

Ground Source or Water Source Heat Pump

£3,500

Solar Thermal Hot Water

£320
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What issues will DETI consider as part of phase 2 of the RHI?
• Some of the issues that DETI wish to consider as part of phase 2 of the RHI are;
-

Extension of the scheme to the domestic sector;

-

A specific tariff level for deep geothermal heating (currently treated like ground
source heat pumps);

-

The introduction of tariff for Air Source Heat Pumps, Bioliquids; Solar thermal above
200kw;

-

The need for support for large biomass installations; and

-

The potential development of an “uplift” to for community or district heating
schemes.

• There may be further issues that DETI wish to consider relating to land fill gas, direct air
heating and large biogas.

What is the timescale for phase 2?
• At this stage DETI is keen to implement phase 2 in autumn 2013. A public consultation on
this matter will be held in early 2013.
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ANNEX C

RHI TARIFFS

Tariff name

Sources of
energy or
Technology

Small Biomass

Installation
capacity

Tariff
Pence/kWh
6.2

Solid biomass
including solid
biomass
contained in
municipal solid
waste and
Large Biomass CHP

< 20kWth
20kWth and
above up to
but not
including
100kWth
100kWth and
above up to
but not
including
1000kWth

Small heat
pumps

< 20kWth

8.4

20kWth and
above up to
but not
including
100kWth

4.3

>100kWth

1.3

Solar collectors < 200kWth

8.5

Biomethane
injection and
biogas
combustion

3.0

Medium
Biomass

Medium heat
pumps
Large heat
pumps
All Solar
collectors
Biomethane
and biogas
combustion
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Ground source
heat pump,
water source
heat pump,
deep
geothermal

< 200kWth

5.9

1.5
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ANNEX D

Draft Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012
(Separate attachment)
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ANNEX E

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO
THE RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE SCHEME REGULATIONS
(NORTHERN IRELAND) 2012
SR 2012 NO.
INTRODUCTION

1.1 This Explanatory Memorandum has been prepared by the Department of Enterprise,
Trade and Investment (“the Department”) to accompany the above Statutory Rule
which has been laid before the Northern Ireland Assembly. The Explanatory
Memorandum is designed to assist the reader in understanding the Statutory Rule. It
does not form part of the Statutory Rule.
1.2 The Statutory Rule is made under Assembly under Section 113 of the Energy
Act 2011 and is subject to the draft affirmative resolution procedure.
PURPOSE

2.1 The Statutory Rule establishes a Renewable Heat Incentive (“the RHI scheme”) to
facilitate and encourage the renewable generation of heat by giving subsidy payments
to eligible generators of renewable heat and producers of biomethane. The Statutory
Rule will give functions to the Gas and Electricity Markets Authority (“Ofgem”) to
administer the scheme. The key functions for Ofgem will include:
• Accreditation of installations eligible for the RHI scheme;
• Calculating and paying periodic support payments to participants;
• Publication of annual tariff rates;
• General administrative functions needed to operate the scheme, including
enforcement auditing provisions and an appeals process; and
• Providing guidance to participants on the scheme criteria.
BACKGROUND AND POLICY OBJECTIVES

Background
3.1 Heating energy accounts for around half of all total energy consumed within Northern
Ireland however over 98% of our heating fuels come from imported fossil fuels.
Increasing the level of renewable heat to 10% by 2020 is in line with Northern
Ireland’s expected contribution to the United Kingdom’s obligations under the EU
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Renewable Energy Directive 1 as well as the Department’s wider energy policy goals
of increased security of supply, reduced emissions and potential for ‘green jobs’ and
skills.
3.2 Grant support had previously been available through the Department for renewable
energy installations under the Reconnect scheme. More recently, the Department
has been investigating the introduction of an appropriate long-term incentive scheme
for Northern Ireland in line with the proposals announced by the Department of
Energy and Climate Change (DECC) for a RHI in Great Britain. The differences
between the heat markets in Northern Ireland and Great Britain (GB) meant that it has
been more appropriate for the Department to make a separate assessment on the
most suitable, sustainable and cost-effective method for incentivising the local market
rather than simply replicating all aspects of the gas proposal.
3.3 The NI RHI has some similarities to the GB RHI, but it has been specifically designed
and tailored for the Northern Ireland heat market.
Policy Objectives
3.4 The Statutory Rule has a number of objectives:
• The NI RHI will be available to all those in the non-domestic sector and will support
new renewable heat installations, commissioned after the 1 September 2010;
• Payments may be claimed by, and paid to, the owner of the heat installation or the
producer of biomethane;
• Payments will be made quarterly over a 20 year period for all installations following
accreditation;
• For small and medium-sized installations (up to and including 45kWth), the installers
and the equipment must be certified under the Microgeneration Certification Scheme
(MCS), to ensure quality assurance and consumer protection;
• Tariff levels in Northern Ireland have been calculated to bridge the financial gap
between conventional heating systems (oil, gas and coal) and renewable heating
technologies. Tariffs have been designed to address capital costs, ongoing
operating costs as well as non-financial ‘hassle’ costs; and
• The rule sets out the functions of the administrator of the scheme. This will include
dealing with applications, accrediting installations, making incentive payments and
monitoring compliance with the rules and conditions of the scheme.

1

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:140:0016:0062:EN:PDF
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CONSULTATION

4.1 The Department went out to consultation on implementation of a proposed RHI
scheme including the draft Statutory Rule on 20 July 2011, closing on 3 October
2011. A number of consultation seminars were also held over the summer period. In
total, 78 formal responses were received, of which two offered no comment. The
responses were analysed and the vast majority of respondents were in favour of the
proposals and provided useful comments which the Department considered and,
where appropriate, incorporated in the final design of the scheme. The consultation
document, the responses, the final policy position and other associated papers can be
accessed at:
www.energy.detini.gov.uk
EQUALITY IMPACT

5.1 In accordance with the requirements of Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998,
an equality screening exercise was carried out in relation to implementation of the
proposed RHI scheme and no adverse effects were identified. The purpose of the RHI
is to incentivise people to move from fossil fuel heating to renewable energy sources.
These measures will therefore benefit all of the Northern Ireland general public who
use heat by providing an alternative option for heat demand and therefore increasing
diversity of supply. It does not have any negative implications for equality of
opportunity.
REGULATORY IMPACT

6.1 A Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) was been prepared in respect of
implementation of the RHI scheme and is attached at Annex A of this document.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The benefits and cost estimates of the RHI scheme are discussed in the Regulatory
Impact Assessment prepared by the Department.
SECTION 24 OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND ACT 1998

8.1

This Statutory Rule does not contravene Section 24 of the Northern Ireland Act
1998.

EU IMPLICATIONS

9.1 This policy was notified to the European Commission regarding compliance with State
Aid Rules. The EU Commission advised in June 2012 that they were content with the
policy as outlined and gave approval to proceed. In addition, these Regulations were
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notified separately to the EU Commission as a requirement under EU Directive
98/34/EC relating to technical standards. .
PARITY OR REPLICATORY MEASURE

10.1Similar legislation has been introduced in Great Britain in respect of the RHI scheme.
Ofgem is responsible for developing and administering the scheme on behalf of
DECC. However, the Department is legislating for a specifically tailored Northern
Ireland RHI scheme. It has been agreed that Ofgem will also administer the NI
scheme.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Commencement
11.1The Statutory Rule comes into operation on 1st November 2012.

ENERGY DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF ENTERPRISE, TRADE AND INVESTMENT
OCTOBER 2012
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ANNEX F

DRAFT PRESS RELEASE – CLEARED BY PRESS OFFICE

New incentive scheme for renewable heat launched

Energy Minister, Arlene Foster, today announced the implementation of a long-awaited
financial incentive scheme for renewable heat installations.

The Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) has a budget of around £25m up to 2015 and will
provide long term financial support for non-domestic properties wishing to switch from
conventional heating to renewable heating solutions, such as biomass; heat pumps and solar
thermal.

Payments will be made quarterly and for the lifetime of the installation (maximum 20 years)
and will be determined by the heat output of the installation and the relevant tariff set by
DETI.

Commenting on the launch of the scheme the Minister said; “The RHI is a ground-breaking
scheme for Northern Ireland. It will help support our aim of increasing levels of
renewable heating to 10% by 2020 by supporting over 20,000 new installations.

“Now that it is in place, local businesses, and other non-domestic properties, can take
advantage of the incentives for using renewable heating solutions and should see a
return on their investment.

“The development of this market will have real benefits for Northern Ireland’s energy
security by reducing dependence on fossil fuels. The sector also has the potential for
new jobs and industries.”
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The scheme is open to all non-domestic properties and will support installations
commissioned since 1 September 2010. The scheme will be administered by the GB energy
regulator, Ofgem.

The Minister continued: “My Department is committed to seeking ways to support
consumers in these times of higher energy prices. The RHI bridges the gap in costs
that currently exist between renewables and fossil fuels and therefore will create a new
choice for those wishing to better manage their energy bills.”

Whilst the RHI is only available to non-domestic customers it is expected to be extended to
the domestic market by Autumn 2013. In the interim, the Renewable Heat Premium Payment
scheme is open to domestic consumers and provides a grant of up to £3500 for householders
wishing to switch to renewable heating. Since its launch in May 2012, DETI has received
over 300 applications and offered grant support in excess of £450k.

Notes to editors:

1. The Northern Ireland RHI is now open for those wishing to accredit renewable heat
installations. All eligible installations commissioned since 1 September 2010 will be able
to avail of the incentive payments and the GB Energy Regulator Ofgem will act as the
scheme administrator. Queries regarding accreditation should be directed to Ofgem.

2. The levels of support under the RHI and guidance documents for installers can be found
at www.detini.gov.uk/deti-energy-index.htm (or
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/index/information-and-services/environment-and-greenerliving/energy-wise.htm ?)

3. The Renewable Heat Premium Payment scheme is open to domestic customers. Queries
on this scheme should be forwarded to ni.rhi@detini.gov.uk

4. The Minister was able to launch the scheme following passage of appropriate legislation
and finalisation of the necessary administrative arrangements.
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